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HONGKONG, THURSDAY, 6rH MAY, 1897. 


The annual meeting of the Hongkong | A temple at Tientsin was destroyed by fire ; 
General Chamber of Commerce was held on { on the )8th April, A festival to which only 
the 28th April. : women and! children were admitted was in 

The Indo-China steamer Yiksang, which | Prostess at the time and s large numbe lost 
went ashore at Iwayaki, has been go} off and their lives, the estimates varying from thirty 


hs Cosmet of Cotamirte Meeting ..esssccseeee 342 | taken to Nagasaki. : toa hundred; 

angHai and its Government .....sssscnssrecvessee943 ‘ sya: Owing to: th diint rfeite f Foochoy 

: pendi . 4 A ti f the Hongk Legislative}, . & By Sounterselers pocaow 

. Public Expenditure ...... pecenusreetes aber Gina wes bald aes Tie Set May. ek. se _being able to make spurious silver dqllars and 
: : subsidiary coins in close imitation of the some- 


sdsied discussion took place with reference to by- seeeiicas Aron 
345 | laws made by the Sanitary Board and sub- what crude speciméns issued by the provincial + 


- _ Hongkong Legislative Council ..........ccssesssccererees 345 | . : government, the authorities have decided to : 
" J * Bignor cece eect see eee: Gesecssbeve 3 . a go eee A number of Bills were buy foreign machinery for the purpose and will | 
Ember rae tion of the Night Pass Law... Ss recall all the coins at present in circulation in 
UPTOMES COULE .rccccsecces socccserccecseroeee Besccssics peonees A Tokyo telegram of the 3rd April Bays :-- that city. The machine-made silver money is 


— Hougkong General Chamber of Commerce ........+006+++350 
mt Secret Meétings of.the Unofficial Members of Council ..353, 
Dr. Ayres and the Police ....sssccssscssceessecceverscscenensd0d 


The outbreak of bubonic plague at Tainan is ‘very difficult to imitate with the limited meahs 
spreading very rapidly. Twenty-three fresh ipossessed by the people.—N. C. Daily News. ie 


i Arrival of Mrs. Carew in Hongkong ...+.+.++0 seveveeee354 | cages were reported on the 22nd and 28rd. |; ‘Tientsin report ae te. ations. 3 
The Colony’s Finances seeavess ss fasideocuvsacent’s Desieie Geese 354 | This has brought the total number of cases up |. b fate th ete i oT Dae the peated = 
; Hongkong’ Volunteer Corps and Ambulance Work ...354 | +4 68 since the outbreak manctad. P |:between that city and Peking announce the 
A Wrecked Steamer on Fire..........ccsssssesseeseseecee, oe 354 ae Poy ee Re Reewers near completion of that line and that it has 
The Sugar Market in Japan .....cccscssssocssccsssesevees 100354 : . oer eee been decided to despatch three trains daily from 
_ Indian Famine Relief Fund ............ .sccssssssee 355 sane cepa oe my ee of as each of the starting points. The fare will be 
- Diamond Jubilee. Celebration at Tamsui ........ LIN355 | Korat Railway dispute has been sitting tor | 91499 cash or at present exchange about $2.40 
_ Olivers Freehold Mines, Limited ......sssccssssssssssseeses 355 | Some weeks past in London. The Siam Qhserver |, <a OF BP ho will be allowed: 
The North-China Insurance Co., Limited ..... wesisaeece 356 | hears that a telegram has been received in Bang- B00 aati OF-eac he are bss ha e saa a3 
. The Stowaway Ordinance .rvcessecccree-cosreeee +357 | kok that the Arbitrators have disagreed, and have catties weight of baggage. y baggage 
: The Law as to Flogging denbedvesstetsedasedsves'ens 1357, had to appoint an umpire choosing 4 German beyond that weight will be charged for. HE. : 
“ Olivers Freehold Minos, Limited ........s00seeeeeer30T | railway expert for the purpose Hu Yi-fen, Governor of Peking and Director- . 
i New Balmoral Gold Mining Co., Limited ........ qeoee e458 away ae Perens General of the road, was expected to arrive at *. 
eee Coe oe eee ned, Were General Fernando Primo de Rivera, on his | Tiontsin from Peking on the 20th April, ~ 
~The Yiks aan Floated ~"35g | otrival at Manila to take up the appointment travelling by,train on a tour of inspection.— 


of Governor-General of the Philippines, | 1. C. Daily News. ee 


.} + Hongkong Golf Club . .359 | ¢ ; L : ; 
‘Hongkong and Port 359 | issued an address to the inhabitants referring With respéct to the famine now raging in ss 
~ Commercial... 361 | to the rebellion, and also a decree offering a | the eastern part. of Szechuan, on account ‘of ‘ 

q Shipping . “ 363 | free pardon to all concerned in the movement | which an appeal has been mada by Széchuan => 


who present themselves before the 17th May. merchants trading at Shanghai to foreigners 
Very discomforting news reached Foochow there, an Imperial edict was, wo learn from the nee <i 
by telegraph on 2Ist April regarding the Rev. N.C. Daily News, issued on tho 20th April _ Z ¢ 
James §. Collins of the C. M. 8 He was commanding that the sum.of Ts. 100,000-be paid 
missing ; and as he was on his way from Yeng ont af the-Privy Purse and sent to the Viceroy : 
Ping to Kucheng it is much feared that he was of Szechuan to aes: se apr ie 8 cal 
actidentally drowned. Further “news regard- taneously, Western Hapeh a ee ard Pa, hor 
ing him is awaited with the greatest anxiety | °® also visi ted by a sovere famine and a further 
Edho : sum from.the same-source.of Tls, 50,000 is also 
: ' - | ordered to be.paid to the Viceroy Chang Chih-: 
With reference to the Imperial Railway tung for distribution in famine relief in-that 
Administration’s recent indext for 11,000 tons | provinee. The money, noted above is said-to 
steel rails and fastenings, we (Peking and |'bea portion of the regult.of: the Palace econo- 
Tientsin Tilnes) learn that, Messrs. Carnégie | mies inaugurated by the Empress- Dowager 
&Co.’s tender having been withdrawn, that | and held in reserve as an Bmergency. Fund. 


of Messrs, Buchheister & Co,.’s for Bolckow, | , ue : a” e 
Vaughan & Co,’s rails has been’ accepted ; Pr Hangohow ad eee ae oe N. te ane 
delivery to be made this year. *| Daily News writes :—5q. ‘much ‘bas been said 
i : : pro and con (most of it-con) respecting the new - 
’ Mr. §. Shimizn,:the Japanese’Consul, informs | Imperial Post that your correspondent ventures - 
us that he has received a'telegram from’ Count | to refer to the subject With some diffidence. 
Okuma, Minister for Foreign Affairs, inform- | But where so much has been said against an’ 
ing him that Prince Arisugawa will leave Yoko- institution it is only fair to speak a good word 
hama by the M.M. steamer Sydney on 2nd May for it where it is possible. -Whatever may 
to‘attend the Jubilee celebration of H.M. the.| have been tha experience of those ports which’ © 
‘Queen of Great Britain and Ireland. He-will | were fortundte enough to possess’ local posta, 
travel incognito under the title of Count Sawa. | I.am sure that most, if not. all, of theforeigners 
isp eee re ; ; in Hangchow will agree that the new Post an: 
‘An inquest. was held at Singapore on the Office is a great improvement on the old system- ee 
23rd April by the Coroner, Dr. T. C. Muglis- | 80 far as ‘Hangchow is’ concerned. Ourable 
ton, to enquire into the! cause of the recent and obliging post-master, Mr. MoPhail, sees-to.. 
sudden death of the late Mr. H. A. O’Brion, | it that our letters are delivered with the utmosé 
-Acting Auditor-General. The evidence of the | promptitude, and so far as your correspondent : _ 
Government Analyst, supplemented by~:the | and the mission with which he is connected are. 
-evidgnee of.those who saw the deceased after concerned, we welcome the new innovation and 
his ‘death, ‘was. yery: brief, and: the nature of | wish Sir Robert Hart every - success lin. his: 
‘| that | evidence’ has “already .appeared in Jour | latest venture. The only thing that ‘we hay 
‘columns. The Coroner“found that the deceased ‘to complain about so far is the very. small we hl 
+} died from failure of the.héart’s‘ action, accele! | allowance—}oz. for 2c, letters. : Lt, is’ scarcel 
-f rated by fever and -by..an actidentally’ se. {. possible to write a decent, letter ‘and: keep if - 
| administéred “over-dose. of /morphia.--Straits | within the 3 oz. limit. | Perhaps soi 
| Mimes, gl Eg ode ee = | will be forthcoming before in thi 


_ ARRIVALS OF MAILS. 


_:.- The American mail of the Ist April arrived, 

* per O. & QO. steamer Coptic, on the 30th April 

(29 days); the English mail of the 2nd April 

arrived, per P.& O. steamer Rohilla, on the 

‘Qnd May (80 days); and the German mail of. 

. the ‘5th April arrived, por N. D. L. steamer 
- Prins Heinrich, on the 5th May (80 days). 
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- EPITOME OF THE WEEK. 
| : : : 


>. 2 aoe : . 
_ Mrs. Carew arrived in Hongkong: on Mon- 
£ day. last and.is now confined in Victoria Gaol. — 
“Qy - The King of Siam, before leaving for Europe, 

signed a decree.abolishing torture in his HONE: 
— dom” = SAE get on a 
Mee ee : ° 7 : ae 
©". [tis proposed to levy a tax of $1 on immi- 
f.. grants arriving at Singapore for the purpbse 
- of providing funds for-the building. of immig- 
.. rants examination depots. eR 5 ae 
i. OUA | disastrous fire: occurred at Hachioji,: a 
-e .- town: about ten ri from Tokyo, on the 22nd 
. ._ April: 2,500 houses were destroyed and over. 
_- thirty persons lost-their lives. sj ; 
"|. Phe 10th and 11th May have been fixed for. 
the election of the new Shanghai) Municipal: 


‘Council... The present Council remains ii’office 
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- _ perhaps bring the administra 


~” $n a position to say; probably it” 


=.» HAWAIT AND JAPAN, 


"eit >. Phe continued’ exitence of the Hawaiian 
-. . Tslands as an independent state may pos 
. sibly,. prove ‘impracticable. - 


owing to .the 
“The natives 


pereonnel of their population. 
“no: longer form even. a>, majority “of. 
_ {inhabitants and there are at least four large 
sections of the population .who may at. 
_ any time cause the sudde downfall of the 
administration if not a condition of revolu- 
tion, ‘The probable number of inhabitants. 
‘js about 90,000, of whom at least 20,000 are 
15,000 Japanese, 9,000 Portuguese, 
_.and some 10,000 to 12,000 other . whites 
. of European or American. deacent. . The 
balance . represents the patives and half 
breeds. It. will be apparent, therefore, that 
‘any measure affecting the interests of one 
of these large sections of the: population is 
liable at any. time to create trouble and - 
tive machine to 
‘A difficulty |has lately arisen, | 
the final issue of which| it is not easy to 
foresee. The Japanese emigration to the 
- 4slands has been going on steadily for many 
years, and the emigrants have found profit 
‘ able employment there. Maby of them send 
‘eonsiderable sums of money (the fruit of 
their labour on the. plantations) home to 
‘Japan, and a good number have “also re- 
turned to the land of the Rising Sun with. 
their savings. Having found the islands a 
— Jucrative field for their labour, if not exactly 
an El Dorado, the Japanese peasants flock 
there in.the hope of bettering their condi- 
tion by amassing a little capital. The 
" Hawaiian Government Pie however, to 


a deadlock. 


think the country coptains a sufficient 
number of Japanese, and have determined 
to restrict the number, On the arrival. 
recently of the steamer Shinchiu Maru at 
. Honolulu with 655 emigrants only 124 were 
"~ permitted to land, on the ground that their. 
fanding ‘was contrary to certain regula- 
tions relating to the landing of immigrants. 
Tt seems that 180 of the emigrants, 
_ regulations under which immigration is: 
~- gllowed, notably that requifing each man 
to have in his p session the sum 
of. fifty. dollars. The- other 3851 men, 
shipped under the auspices of the. Nippon: 
_- Emigration Company of Qsaka and a similar 
body of Hiroshima were so provided, but 
the Hawaiian Government rejected them on: 
the ground that, so. soon as they were. 
-Janded, they would have to. return the 
~ money to-the ‘companies who had shipped: 
them. Whether this is the fact we are not 
is a very 
good. guess at the truth? ° But -the measure. 
- adopted, compelling their returh, seems 
high handed to _ the | Japanese, and: has. 


 gertainly given offence |to the Government 


~ pnd. Press. of ‘Tokyo. 


“The result is that ‘a 
> Japanese man-of-war 


Yomiuri Shimbun is 


‘the Consul- 


ia, and ha 
ers of 


the. 


sent »by . 
. the. Kobe Toko Kaisha,'really violated the: 


has been ,despatchied 


blished: ‘the 
sembly of 


kingdom, and - if” thie os 
island. .notables” succeeds in 


icking- a quarrel with’ Japan, ‘would. it | 


be worth the while of either Great’ Britain 
be the 


that 


am HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 


United States to take up the cudgels- 
n'their behalf? For it stands bo reason’: 
the island Government: could not. 


exist a-day if Japan made cause of quarrel” 


with it. The United States would not wish 
to see Hawaii become a colony of. Japan, 
nor probably would Great Britain care to 
‘have the -Japanése established in the 
Pacific in a-position of such strategical 
importance ; 
‘that such a fate may befal the islands if 
their Government does not go warily. 
The latter have apparently taken alarm, 
at the increasing numbers of the Japanese 
immigrants, and have rather . tactlessly 
sought, by the first means to hand, to 
impose a check on; their influx into the 
islands. The only result has been to provoke 
an issue; the Tokyo Government are now 
alive to the fact that Japanese are ;un- 
welcome in Hawaii, and they, have strongly 
protested against this new method of dealing 
with unwished for immigrants.' The United 
States Government are reported to-be send- 
ing a man-of-war to Honolulu, but it is 
unlikely that they would do more than give 
the Hawaiian Republic moral support if it 
came to an open rupture with Japan. The 
Jatter meantime will not go out of her way 
to raise a quarrel, but she will be; sure to 
keep a sharp look out .on the actions of the 
Hawaiian Government in future. ‘Nor is 
it likely that Japan-will consent to abandon 
the islands as a field-for emigration because 
her people are not acceptable to the iewly 
fledged Republic.. There are not sd: many 
ou 


but it is notat all impossible. 


tlets for, Japanese surplus labour that the- 


Tokyo Government can afford to ‘relinquish - 


one where the conditions are, so eminently 


favourable not alone for their remunerative 


employment but also for their efficient ' 


éprotection. Had the Japanese ‘only dis- 
covered this field’some twenty years earlier, 
‘there is. little doubt’ but that the islands 
“would, have in good time-fallen under their 
dominion, Matters..are complicated now 


by the presence Of a’ large Chinese.element, 
while the ruling’-element is Caucasian and 
‘the United States takes them under the 
protection of thé Stars‘and. Stripes. Unless, 
however, the Americar:. Republic ~ sees 
fit. to abandon its 
and incorporate “Hawaii into ~ _the 
United States, the chances are stil: not so 
very 
one day become.a 
Empire.” | 


LT 


_ THE. CHAMBER OF COMMER 
| MEETING. °° 22x 
T ‘Jackson 


Chamber of. 


tiaditional. “policy. 


remote that this beautiful gronp ywill . 
portion of the-'* Mikado’s | be. 
og eg ee cee [hee the Commission’s report before it, for 


Jarge will’ heartily 


effective vitality of the Chamber. Cy 
‘its consequences, however,’ ia that ‘it leave: 

little that is new .to-be~ embodied. in. the 
annual report or said at the annual meeting. 
The most important subjects touched upon” 
were the opening of the West River and:h 

settlement of the transit ‘pass question in. 
‘the ‘Two Kwang, and|,the. community.-at 


passed upon Sir CLau & MacDonALp.and 


Mie EH. Fraser, the Acting Oonsul at 


Canton, in connection with these matters. 

The question of an increase: of the Chinese: “ 
tariff, though important, is still in. thé clouds 
and does not ‘call for special notice ina - 
review of the Chamber's meeting. The. 
questions mentioned which are still:pending 
are of purely local interest: ‘Taking these 
in the order in w 
we come firat to the eon as to-the late 
delivery of the mails, The Chairman,’ Mr. - 
Hersert SéiTH, said that though increased = - 
accommodation had been provided:-for. the 
Post Office, the lack of which was. believed - 
to be the cause of the delay: that..oceurred 
in the delivery of the: mails, he regretted - 
that he could not record any improvement in 


the administration ofthe Department; delays 


in the delivery of the mails being more.fre- 
quent than ever, to the great. inconvenience _ 
of the entire commercial community, This 
ig a serious -complaint, and, unfortunately, 
it is only too wellfounded. The Postmaster- 
General’s annual port, which will shortly © 
be published, may éxplain the: reason. and 
suggest the remedy, but however this may: 
be it is satan that the preseiit state of 
things cannot be allowed to. contiaue. in- 
definitely. If the Postmaster-General -can-. 
not himself secure the necessary. facilities 
for carrying on the work of his department 
his bands will have to. be strengthened. by - 
the appointment of a Commission of Inguiry. 
The other matters to which we ope: to |. 
, WHITE- 


refer arise out-of the Hon. T. 

uAD's speech. The hon. gentleman is to 
bé congratulated or the vigour with which, | 
standing alone. in- Council, he. fought..the 
light dues question, and on the: success 
which has attended - efforts and the -re- 
presentations’ of th ‘shipping community. 
‘Another matter mentioned by the hon. 
gentleman was the sanitation of the colon 
and the amendment of the Public ‘Healt 


\Ordinance. He complains of the inaction ~ 


of the Government, but; seeing. that - 
a Commission was .. appvinted:- in. con- - 
nection with the subject we cannot 


see thatthe Government. ds greatly to” 


‘be blamed for deferring ‘action. until it 


the legislation to be passed will'be ‘the 
it is founded on the most complete informa- 
-tion: Mr, WHITEHEAD also mentibned the 
opium tax and the method of its collection.." 
The’ Farm ‘system, he says, is. ‘not -only 


antiquated but seriously affects ‘the freedom: ae 


of the port, . The alternative ‘suggested ~by -: 
Mr. WHITEHEAD isa bonded warehouse and 
a fixed. duty on-all-opium--not« bona: fide. 
exported in a raw:state. °. The ‘evils. of- the 
present system are great-and indisputable 
and a rich meed of ‘praise awaits the man 


| whoican- show the- colony--how: these: evils 
| can be abolished Without detriment: to’ the 


| seems at first view somewhat doubtf 
‘| the scheme has’ not. yet-been fa 


revenue. Whether the establishment. of. 
‘bonded warehouse would . meet. the: case 
but 


| lated, and’ Mr. . Warr 
f | recommendations to” “th 
f | vome the difficulties. Spea cing,” 


{on the matter 3 


and 


endorse. the encomiums — 


hich they are referred to . - 


more likely to meet thé requirements if. 


pium not bond fide exportdd a 1 
. btaff” of excise _ iter, sald still be 
“required -to. exercise the .jsanie in- 
Quisitorial functions that "are! exercised 
- by the Opium. Farm’s officers in order 
_- to prevent. opium,: either raw or prepared, 
~ being’ clandestinely introduced| into the 
~ colony: in passengers’ baggage and through 
‘other channels. It is to be ans that 


arge 


es . the Government.has not yet seenlits way to 
appoint -a°‘Commission to enquire into the 
whole question, as asked for some time ago 


DATS GOVERN- 


E. 


: by Mr. Warren, 
_ SHANGHAT A 


-.. In am article on the approaching election 
of. a. new. Municipal Council at| Shanghai 
the “Mercury, after expressing satisfaction 
that the ratepayers are likely to have a 

- sufficient number of names from| which to 

' select a really efficient Council, goes on to 

J says“ It is, however, well that the rate- 
; : “payers should remember that very. much 
4. “depends,on the issue of the coming 

“ election, and that the mere question of the 

“wheelbarrow licences, although the im- 

“ mediate.cause of the failure of the last 

’_ “ Coungil, was only contributory, and that 
“* sooner or.later the catastrophe was bound 
yr,  ‘tocome.'. . . The great industrial. 
o “change, the foundations of which indeed: 


“ were laid some fifteen years ago, but which’, 
“has ouly become strongly marked:-within. 


‘the last four, has altered profoundly: our 

_| “social: organisation. Not only*, has the 
‘ population of the Settlements inéreased in 
| °““number, but it has altered, in'kind. -We 
: “have to meet the difficulty imposed on us 
“by the ipresence of an enormous popula- 
tio of mill workers, probably considera- 
“bly exceeding at the moment thirty 


“pressure .of this large. and’ eminently 
“unstable class has pressed on the 
{means of accommodation, and has over- 


““and has more or less .disjointed the 
“entire system of administration.” Our 
=. Contemporary then goes on to point out 
Bo on the municipal expenditure has for some 
time past exceeded the revenue and that 
"” “additional - expenditure will now have: to. 


Force. | The ‘financial difficulty, however, 
a -is, we should imagine, one of ‘the least of 
those with which the new Council will have’ 
f.. _to‘deal.. What is required at Shanghai.‘is 
: ‘to set the municipal authority ona. -firm 
basis, not only as regards its right of -legis- 
lation, but its right and ability to.enforce‘its 
laws.. What: happened the-other. day in 


_-eonnection with the wheelbarrow-’-riot- is}: 


». +. fresh in the. minds of the public, -.It may- 
= be -well-now to recall an incident of: six 
- “years ago which, though in a less. disastrous 
_ - manner, exhibited .with equal clearness the 
“disorder ‘prevailing’ in the- administration 
- of: the. Model Settlemerit and the conse< 
_ :+ quences of. divided. authority. The China 
4°. Merchants 8.N. Co, rented from the late firm 
3. of Russenn &-Co. certain. premises which it 
-was..-claimed- belonged’ to the Howagua 
family,:but- which Russzn. & Co. managed 
sin~-their- own-name,. On the failure of 
'# ~- Russet, & Co. the China Merchants’ Co., 
who: figured. amongst. the. creditors of the 
- estate, discontinued the payment of rent;' 
“which they. apparently intended to retain 
a set off against their claim. Thereupon 
Di, -WILEiNSON, acting on behalf of 
the trustees of:-RussuL. &:Co’s estate, caused 
e:premises to be seized, early.on the morn- 
sof ::the:: 18th: September, 1891, - When 
Mr. Cuan Fat-ting, the manager, arrived 
at -his ‘office in the morning ‘he found the 


xX 


“thousand, and rapidly increasing. The: 


_=fflowed into the contiguops quarters, 


be incarred for an increase in the Police- 


doors’ closed. Thereupon he applied® to. 
the. police, but getting no satisfaction. 
from them, he collected a’ force of the 


Company’s coolies and led them to the office. 
In view of this force the eight foreigners in 


possession retired, and the Company’s re- 
presentatives resumes possession, “While | 


these proceedings were going on it was ex- 
pected that some disturbance wonld occur, 
to prevent which a strong force of police 
was drafted to the spot, a party of blue- 


and the Taotai sent.a party’ of Chinese 
soldiers, Fortunately, lewence all passed 
off quietly, but the net result was that in the 
so-called British concession a Chinese Com- 
pany forcibly ‘ejected a party: of foreigners 


placed, under legal advice, in possession df 


certain premises the title to which was in 
dispute. At the time of the revision of the 
Land Regulations in 1866 it wag 
stated in the memorandum accompanying 


asking for a charter of incorporation had 
been willingly abandoned. We can only 
repeat now, what we said when discussing 


China Merchants” premisés,"-that it would 
be desirable to reconsider that-qtiestion and 


stable basis. The object to be aimed at 
‘should be to make the Settlements ‘a 
free city, so far as may be consistent with 
preserving.’ 9 nominal : 
China’s eminent domain.. We 
the freedom they. enjoy in the man- 
agement of their own affairs, but we may 


at least. congratulate ourselyes that in this’ 
colony disputes as to the possession of land: 
are not decided by marching an army of a. 


few hundred cholies to the spot. The local 
papers were at the time very angry with 


the Taotai for sending soldiers to the China’ 


Merchants Co.’s premises, but if it -be con- 
ceded that the dispute affected Chinese 


subjecis'only it. is. ditlicult to question the. 


right of the Taotai to send such a force as 
he considered necessary -to protect the 
interests of the parties concerned. In 
the more recent case of .the wheel- 
barrow riots-the résolution of the ratepayers 
was set aside and terms made behind their 


back’ between the Consuls-and the Tuotai- 


which seriously ‘compromised’ the dignity 


and-authority of..the ratepayers as a self. 


governing ‘community, To ‘prevent the 


‘jatrusion of the Chinese Authorities in the 
Settlements it is time that Shanghai :con- 
position and took another step” 


sidered its 
forward. 


 PUBLIC‘EXPENDITURE. 


We have heard little’ of late concerning 


retrenchment: in the public expenditure 


‘of Hongkong, a matter. which. excited so 


much -attention a year: or: two ago, and it 
would ‘seem. that the. question is to be 


.allowed, to.die a natural death. The cost 


of government has during recent years 
grown at a great “rate, ‘but Hongkong is 
not singular in that respect, having for 
its companions all" or: most of the great 
States of the world, This subject has 
attracted the. attention of the esteemed 
Spectator, which exprésses a wish that some 
considerable’ econoniist who is: :also a 


statesman would’explain. in a convine- 


ing. way=.the cause of the extraordinary 
change which’ has ,come: over the. free 
peaple: ‘m~the © matter of.. publie thrift. 
“« Men still-living can remember well when 


‘fin-France every. half-million of State. ex- 
-S penditure. .was . watched : with: . gradging 
“jealousy, when Josera Hume was an 


Pag 


“as that ofa standing army... : . The ~ fe 


jackets from H.MS. Caroline was landed, 


‘she hears that her husband: has-.been’’ 


‘disappeared that it has become nearly: 


the Committee’s. report that all idea of 


in 1891 the dispute with ,reference to the 


‘take: steps. for’ placing the Governiient of } “ officials nor cardd: about by the electors, 
the.Settlenents .on a-:mote satiafactory anil- 


ofthe whole natiohal expenditure of the Re- 


_ recognition . of. 
J somey| 
times envy our friends in the .North* 


“that it should. be'so” Our contemporary - 


this: subject, including the tendency to 
throw taxation: more and more on to the 


ing of civil war. 
however, about the reasons of the increased 


to seek. Increased armaments account for : 


‘taxpayers has no more reason to complain. 


-not only by the natural merease in popula-, 


‘slight. Thus of the civil expenditure. of 


-it on the authority: of the Governor-that.th 
service is overmauned, and it ‘is: natura! 


if uot quite qualified for admission::to the: 
society mentioned ‘by Ian McLaren'iinder 
the name of ‘Sons of Rest,” whos 
have a conscientious: objection. ta 
between meals. Fabs 


“object of dread to’ every“department of. 
“the British .Government”’—just~ as.:Mi 

WHITEHEAD igs to-day :'an object of. 
to every department.*of:.the :] 
Governinent,—“ and when-every:.Ar 
“boasted that under.the Federal sys 
‘‘eitizén was almost untaxed,. that, pens 
“ were unknown and impossible, and that't 
‘idea of a National Debt was.ag much hate 


“ desire for thrift was,.in fact, so strong that 

“it excited temper, and the popalace were - 
“as irritably unreasonable asa wife over: .. - 
‘‘ pressed by her household economies when: 


“committing some extravagance. The. ‘igs mee 
‘““norant impatience of taxation’ became.a — 
‘commonplace not only with statesmen but: © 
‘historians. So completely has that mood. 


“unintelligible. The French Budget: has - 
risen to more than double its old figures, - 
‘‘and whenever the Ministry make a new 
“demand }t is always, after discussion; 
“voted. The British Estimates exceed‘a’ - 
“hundred midlions.sterling, and except a8 
“exeuses for discussion on side-issues the. 
“debates on the Estimates are. absulutely 
“perfunctory, either dreadéd-’ by : the 


“Tn the United States the Pension List: ig 
actually twelve millions sterling in excess 


“ poblié in 1847, ahd the people are content 


indulges in some interesting reflections on. 


well-to-do classes, atid says it would not be 
greitly surprised fo know that England, 
France, and the Unjted States were in 1950 
paying double thei# present taxes and were 
still able to bear the burden without think- 
Little is said in the article, 


éxpenditure, though these are not very far 


some of it, but if the cost of these is only 
commensurate with the greater magnitude - 
of the interests to be protected the body of 
than_a property owner who, adding house’ 

to house, finds his account for fire insurance 
increasing. On the civil side the increase > 
in expenditure is to be accounted for. 


tion, but also by the. fact that with the 
growth of the intelligence, education, and 
general well-being of 4 nation, additional 
duties and responsibilities are thrown on 
the Government in departments of life in 
which Governmental ‘intrusion. was, in 
former ages either wholly unknown or Very. 


the United Kingdom ‘more than. half.is._ 

accounted furiunder the headings of educa-"— J 
tion, science, art, an( charity, In Hongkong, 
also, a good deal of the incfeased expendi- ~ 
ture can;be looked on with equanimity, 

being of such a character! as to-yield 
the taxpayers a good return for. their 

money in increased comforts-:and «.con-: 
veniences, Hongkong is.a very much more; 
agreeable place to live in to-day than it-was 
twenty-five years ago and :the public'cannot.  _-- 
object to paying on a reasonable: scale. for <a 
the increased agreeableness. But. we:have_ 


that the ratepayers should object to:havin 
to pay salaries to gentlemen: who/are: 


- . have 


.: re 


- =: constituents 


“5 HASIY Lb GISLATION.. 


eo The objection of the unofficial members of 


~ Council to being.called upon to approve. by- 
“Jaws: passed by the Sanitary ‘Board before 
.-- they have had adequate time to peruse .and 
_. study them is well founded. ‘The only fault 
to be found with it is, that it does not go 
‘quite far enough, for the same objection 
“ought to be raised in the case of Bills 
brought. before the Council before they 
ave --been duly published in the Gazette. 
‘The Parliamentary Committee which: in- 
-quired into the grievances of Hongkong in 
_ the forties recommended that all laws should 
= pe published six: months before they were 
‘ brought ‘into force. We. do not ask Yor 
-»any such . extreme delay as that, but, 
éxcept ‘in’ cases of extreme urgency, all 

- Bills should be ‘published in the Gazette 
before they are introduced for first rending. 
Tt is true the standing orders provide for 
- publication before final , passing, but that 
is not sufficient, and on this point the orders 
call for: amendment. An example will 
show the inadequacy of the present rule, 
The last meeting of the Legislative 
Council was held on. Monday and several 

. Bills of more or less 
_ troduced for first reading. The standing 
orders provide that “ After being read.a 
_“firat time every Bill shall be published in 
“the Government Gazette for general in- 
“formation.” The Bills read a first time 
on Monday last will accordingly be pub- 
lished in the Government Gazette of Sajurday 
next, which many of the subscribers receive 
only on Sunday morning. The Conncil stands 
‘adjourned until Monday next, when the 
Bills introduced at the last meeting will in 
ordinary course be read a second time, 
and, if there is no material amendment, 
_ may be passed. Thus the public have only 
_ a little over twenty-four hours’ notice of 
the contents of the Bills, andjthe greater 
part of that time falls on Sunday, a non- 
working day, Such notice, we venture to 

" gay, is altogether insufficient. It may be 
. replied that the unofficial members may 
ask for delay if they wish to consult their 
or have reason to suppose that 
any. suggestions are be made. But an 
‘ounce of fact is worth a pound of theory. 
The Bill authorising the levying of the 
Gap Rock light dues was rushed through 
Council, the second and third reading 
being: taken on the same day. A sug- 
gestion was made in this columa— which 
unfortunately did not appear until the next 

- day, when it was too late—that the Bill 
-ghould contain a provision for the cessation 
of the dues when the purpose for which 
they were levied was fulfilled. - Had there 
been an opportunity of making the sugges- 
-tion in time it would undoubtedly have 
been adopted, for the Government and the 


unofficial members were in complete accord 
at that time and the understanding was that. 


the dues should: cease’ when the light, was 


- understanding in th 
- from -the Governor ‘was, considered sufficient. 


| not for us to minimise 


less importance were in-. 


4 Bill; a verbal promise | suffers. ‘froiir:want of 
may eyenbe in danger 
-and some ‘of the. slareholders ‘are prepared 


1] to‘ make ‘further 


4 
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“members might have ‘made themselves: 


acquainted with the nature of the by-laws 
by reading the newspaper reports of the 
proceedings of the Sanitary Board... It is 
the importance and 
value of newspaper reports; but possibly 
the unofficial members may share with the 
Government the error of not paying su fii- 
cient attention to what appears in the papers. 
At-all events we venture to say the Colonial 
Secretary would. not consider a newspaper 
report sufficient notice of the proceedings 


of say the Chamber of Commerce on any 


point calling for official action. 


PUBLIC COMPANIES AND NEW. 
ISSUES OF CAPITAL. 


It issnid a coach’and four can be driven 
through any Act of Parliament. This 
operation has been performed perhaps more 
frequently in connection with the Public Com- 

anies Acts than any other, more especially 
i connection with reconstruction schemes. 
A fundamental principle of Limited .Com- 
pany law is that the liability of shareholders 
i; limited to the amount of their shares, and 
consequently when the full amount of the 
shares has been. paid up the shareholder 
imagines that he is safe from further calls. 
This assumed safety, however, can be 
destroyed by a reconstruction scheme under 
which the assets of the old company are 
sould to a new company, the consideration 
being partially paid shares inithe new com- 
pany to be distributed pro rata amongst the 
shareholders in the old company, who thus 
find themselves in the position of either 
having to accept a further liability or to 
sacrifice their interest altogether by refusing 
to take up the new shares. Reconstruction 
schemes of this kind no doubt afford a ready 
means of raising additional capital when it 
is required, and if the majority of the share- 
holders approve of the operation it may be 
taken as evidence of their belief in the bona 
fide and promising cbaracter of the enter- 
prise. Nevertheless such schemes: should 
be carefully scrutinised by the courts before 
which they come for approval, for they 
hardly on a 


must almost inevitably bear 


certain section of the shareholders to-whom* 


the ‘new liability will come as an incon- 
venience, people, for instance, ‘of small 
incomes who have invested their savings in 
a certain enterprise and have not the means 
of paying further’ calls, or people who, 
having retired from “business and. being 
dependent upon the returns derived: from 
investments, are not prepared to sink: addi- 
tional money in enterprises of a speculative 
character. The interests -of shareholders 
of this class deserve consideration at 
the hands of the courts, and -none the 
less because the same reasons that render 
if incouvenient for them to make further 


contributions to the capital of the company 


-swoutd.also prevent them from entering on a 
os a the was | ‘costly ‘law-suit to oppose 
paid. for, but instead of embodying this- : 


the scheme. ° 

where an enterprise 
additional capital or 
of being! wrecked, 


, On the: other, hand, 


‘contributions to protect 
their existing “interest;-it would, seem un- 
reasonable ‘that the matter snould be blocked 


out, of consideration for those who are un- 
‘willing “or -unablé to put up more money. 


-| In such cases the issue of additional capital, 


f | shares, -presents itzelf as -a 
| scheme. f 
company that..simply . requires ‘additional 


either in the form of ordinary \or preference 
_alternative 


In ‘the case of & flourishing 


-| capital to extend a lucrative. business such 


tive. 
it 


| shares .would be eagerly: applied for and 
is ‘has. been } acted. 


might be issued at a premium, a8 


tee ak 


no 
capital voluntari 
will 


to accrue from such: 


subscribe for the protectio 
interest might not u 
being called upon to 8 


is fellow_shareholders who. . 


equally with 


ly. unless 


secure to him the advanta 


gP 
“additional 


i 
‘n other words, a shareholder -willing. - 


nreasona 
hare the advantages - 


decline to subscribe, | In 
difficulty may be-overcome 


existing capital by the same 
new capital to be propo 


sum in arithmetic will s 


interests of the subscribers of the net 


such 


n of his “own” - 
bly object’ to. 


cases the 


by reducing the - 
anount asthe © 

sedissued. A simple - 

how that the relative 


capital 


will then besincreased in proportion ‘to'their 


increased risk, whereas without guch réduc-’ 
tion their interest remains the ‘same. in 


proportion to 


the amount of thei 


r investment - 


ns that of the shareholders who: do. not 


agubseribe. For instance, 
that a company exists 
$2,000 divided into te 

it . is 
the 


each and that 
by reason of 


shares of $100 each, wi 
down of the old capital ; 


holders stand out an 


taken up by the other five a 
‘each the latter will be in no 
than the former except that havin 


twice the amount th 


were written down by $ 


loss 


let it be-assumed 
with.:a capitalof ©. 
n shares of $200 9-7 
found neécessary 


‘of part . of 
the original eapital to raise another $1,009, - 
which is done by the issue of ten additional 


thout any. writing: 
if five of the share-- .\ 


d the new shares are 


+ the rate of tivo Y 
better position 
g invested | 


ey will be entitled to. 
twice the dividend, if there should ever be 
a dividend ; whereas i i 


fthe original capital 


1,000 the five sub- 


scribers for the new shares would each . 
of three-twentieths in- _ 


have an interest 
the concern: and- 


for the new shares wou 


interest. (originally 
to one-twentieth. 


| ducement is held out 
tribute the new capital 
isting holdings while at the same time t 


t 


one tenth) 
In this way an in-, ~ 


the five- non-subscribers 
ld have. their 


reduced 


o sbareholders to.con- 


“rateably to their 


ee pe 


who cannot do so are still allowed to’ retain 


a fair interest in the property, 


» 


a- scheme of reconstruction, 


either have to sacrific 


‘liability for further. calls, 
affairs of large companies 


which, under 


they! would 
e or hold subject |to & 
In, settlin: 


the .- 


minute { calcula- 


tions of this kind are not in much favour, 


or may even be considered absurd; any ad- © 
ditonal capital required. is raised by what . 
appear the readiest means at the moment, 
and the different ‘classes of shares are left. to 
find their own value on the open market, 
greatly to the profit of those shareholders 


and operators 


who are. able to make in- 


dependent calculations for themselves and 


to the loss of those who take it for -granted - 


that what the directors decide must neces- 
earily be fair and equi 


of capital 


is now un 


table. A new: issue’ 


der consideration in 


connection with the Punjom Mining Co., . 


and considering 
‘before the Company 


culty in getting it-rea 


blem before 


only pro 


terms having re 
are absent share 


the excellent prospects -— 


there -will ‘be no: diffi- : - 


dily subscribed. -. -The - 


the directors and share- - 
holders} is to arrange the -issue’ on equitable. 


ard.to: the fact: that ther 
‘olders who will probably 
spective 


not be prepared to take up their: resp 


allotments, 


. m 


The second general_m 
Flour Mill Co., Limited, was-h 


on the:2¢ 
‘Agents, 
‘stating . that 


wore adopted - 


2 


April at the office 

| Mr, Alex. MoLe : 
4t was hoped to: commen: 
‘September mee The r 


a 


3 
_ 
"4 
bet 

Fe 
Fie 
2 
Bs 

y 


~ "an essentially Government work, considero- | 


ee The. compromise atrived at’ 
- .:t0 the Diamond ; Jubilee -Mem 


"parties on such an occasion must be to unite! 
_ thé whole. community in common action, 


_. it affords us the -greater pleasure’ now to 
“be able to congratulate that body on 
’ the manner in which it has discharged its 
~ duties up to the present point. The com- 


'- and good sense. 


- the cool season. 


~ O:B.. (Officer Commanding the Forces). 


: E read and confirmed. ._. 


"the Colonial 
7 . Government papers on the table. ; 


2 THE AFFORESLATION DEPARTMENT. 


2 S 


TAMOND 


MEMORIAL,’ .- 


HE’ D : : 


alla ital cl 
Diaino irial does: 
“eredit to the committee and will-be satis.: 
‘factory. to the community: - No-doubt’ there; 
‘are many who would have liked Ahe° whole 
‘fund to. be devoted: to -hospital, purposes, 
and as many on. the other, side“who would 
_ have: liked to see it devoted -solely to the. 
-xoad round the‘island; ‘but.thé desire of all 


and for that; seeing opinions were divided, 
’ some “give and take” was necessary. Both: 
the objects decided upon are good, aud 
although questions might be raised, as they 
- have been, as to whether the road was not 


‘tions of that kind may now be waived,, 
and it only remains for the public to come 
forward with liberal subscriptions. - Having 

previously taken exception to the inade- 

. quately representative character of the 

- committee appointed by H.E..the Governor 


promise arrived at displays good feeling 
We trust the committee 
inay be as successful in satisfying the public 
with regard to the celebrations, but it will 
not be such an easy matter to arrange a 
programme for public rejoicings in-June as 
it would have been had the date fallen in 
Illuminations at that time 
of the year, when rain is so frequent, seem 
to be almost: out of the question, for a 
shower would-spoil the whole display. 


‘HONGKONG LEGISLATIVE 
a CUUN CIL. 
,A meeting of the Hongkong Legislative 
Council was held at the Council Chamber on 
the 3rd May. Present :— 
His Excetiency the Jovernor, Sir W1L- 
_ Liam ‘Rosrnson, K.C.M G. | 


!- His °“Excu~nency Major-General Back, 


Hon. J. H. Stewart LockHart (Colonial 
. Seoretary). . : 
: Hon: W. M. Goopman (Attorney-General). 


Hon. T. SERcomMBE SmitTH (Colonial 

- Treasurer). : : 
’- Hon. F. A. Coopsr (Director of Public 
Works). i 


Hon, F. H. May (Captain Superintendent 
of Police). . - 
“Hon. R. Musray Rumsey (Harbour 
Master). s 

Hon. C. P. CHATER. 

’ Hon. T. H.. WHITEHEAD. 
Hon. B. R. BELI08, C.M.G. _ 
Hon. Ho Kat. 
. Hon. War A Yur, i 
-Mr. J G, T. Buckrin (Acting Clerk of 


- : "Councdila). } 


NEW MEMBER. - F ( 


sae Hon, TT. Sercombe Smith was ‘sworn in on 


taking his seat as Colonial Treasurer. 
a te MINUTES, “4 
- The minutes of the preyious meeting were 


_ 


_- 2? PAPERS,” -° _— 
Secretary laid a budget of 
De BINANCIAL MINUTES, - 

‘ Financial minute -No, 28 of 1896 and Fin 
- gnoial. minutes: Nos. 1 to 9, 1897, were referred 
'. t6 the Finance Committee. © 2 


The CoLoniaL Secrerazy—With reference 


‘beg to move—‘ That the Counc 
sidered ‘the. statement. drawn -up- b 
intendent of the: Afforestation De 


iy 


the ‘statement. by the Superintendent of the’ |. 
Department I have just laid: on 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE: REPORT. 


partment, resolves that it is expedient to incur. 
the liability proposed to be incurred in-1899.” © 

The CoLOoNIAL TREASURBE-seconded. 

Carried... ; pa 

SPECIAL GAP ROCK LIGHTHOUSE DUES, 
"Hon. T. H. Waitsnxeap—The resolution of 
which I gave notice on the 14th December last, 
reads—'t That, whereas the special Gap Kock 
light dues were imposed for the:sole purpose 
of raising the monies required for the .con- 
struction of the said lighthonse, and the Govern- 
ment are pledged to their abolition as soon as 


_the requisite amount had been raised, and where- 
‘as it appears that a sum of about $42,000 in ex- 


cess-of the amount required.has already been 
received—Resolved: that in the opinion 


‘of this. Council the special Gap Rock 


light dues should no. longer be levied,” 
With reference to this resolution certain’ cor- 


| respondence has since been received from the 


Colonial Office, including the Secretary of 
State’s “Despatch, dated 17th March last. 
Paragraph 2 of that despatch concludes by 
saying—"I concur in your view that moderate 
dues may properly be levied in Hongkong, 
provided the proceeds do not in ordinary times 


‘proposed Bill,” 


have therefore m 


resolution. ao 
The ATTORNEY-G 


appreciate the wording of it. ‘The words are: 
“In any’ case where individual-. rights : or: 
interests of property may -be affected by any: 


SEanae? brought forward which. may.. 
prejudicially affect property. I have yet 
to learn that counsel fis : 7 

this Legislative Council when - by-laws ~ were. 
being brought forward for approval,’ Bills are __ 


not by-laws and there is notbing in the Stand-- . . 


ing Orders tu give any such power, “It seems 

to me that the petition will speak for. itself, 
and I do not know that even if counsel. were’: 
more could: be said upon the subject. » For: 


heard some time past it has been discoyered—_-. 


at all events during the past year the.. 
matter has been prominently brought to 
the attention of the. Government—that 


exceed the total expenditure on the Harbour™ the opium divans were greatly overcrowded at. 


Department, including Lighthouses, Water 
Police, etc.” and Paragraph 5 says—‘ Next 
year the charge must be reduced to such a rate as 
will, with the other harbour receipts, bé suffi- 
cient to-cover all harbour and lighthouse ex- 
penditure, &c.” That correspondence and these 
instructions render this resolution now un- 
necessary’ and with the permission of the 
Council I wish to withdraw jit. 

His BxceLLENcy—Certainly. 

Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD—In connection 
with the subject I beg to give notice that at the 
next meeting of Council 1 will ask the tollow- 
ing question :—Will the Government lay upon 
the table a detailed statement framed in terms 
of and in accordance with the instructions 
contained in the Secretary of State’s despatch, 
dated 17th March, 1897, showing (1) the 
estimated total revenue which will be receivable 
from all shipping, separately under each head, 
during the year 1898, and (2) the estimated 
tetal expenditure which will be chargeable to 
all shipping, separately under each head, during 
the same period P , 

THE SANITARY MAINTENANCE OF OPIUM 
: DIVANS, © 


night and that they therefore formed an excel- 


lent place for the propagation of disease. It: — 


is desirable in the interests of the people in this - 
colony to stop the propagation of disease and 
the Government is now doing all in its ~power : 
to stop such propagation. . The Sanitary 
Board called attention to the state of these 
alvase but it is not proposed} to put into 
orce 


¢ any new power, ‘but powers 
which have been ini force for. nearly 
ten years. These powers are under Ordinance . 


24 of 1387—the Public Health Ordinance—and~ 
Section 13 provides that the Sanitary Board 
shall. have power to make by-laws for the- 
sanitary maintenance of common lodging houses, .° 
opium sthoking divans, factories, &c. It will be 


fresh within the members’ recollettion that diffi- ~ - 


culties arose about the commén lodging houses © 
—difficulties which have now been surmounted. 
We were told that there were insuperable objec- 
tions, but all those terrors.are passed. Common - 
lodging houses are now properly conducted and: 
what is now required is that smoking divans, 
should ‘conform to the ordinary principles of 
health and that: they should not~form centres 
for the propagation of disease int the colony. - 


The CoLoNIAL .SECRETARY—I beg to bring” It may be thought that the Government was 


up certain by laws made under sub-Sections 4, 
12, and 13 of Section 13 of Ordinance 24 of 
1887 for the cleansing, lime-whiting, and 
sanitary maintenance of opium smoking divans 
and for the prevention of overcrowding therein, : 
and I beg to move that they be approved. ; 

The CoLoniaL TREASURER seconded. ar 

Hou. T. H. WurtrnEap—In reference to 
the question of opium divans I understand that 
this morning a petition was addressed to the 
Council by the opium farmer applying to be 


heard by counsel in connection with these | 
of the: 


.I have a copy 


proposed by-laws. 
Rule No. 52.o0f the 


petition in my hands. 


Standing Rules and Orders of Council reads: | 


—In any case where individual rights or 
interests of property may be. pecniiarly 
affected by any proposed Bill, all parties in- 
terested may, upon petition for that purpose, 
and on motion made, séconded, and carried, be 
heard in Council, or in Committee thereof. 
either in person or by counsel.” I submit, Sir, 
that this is a case where the opinm farmer 
should be heard by counsel -befoie these by- 
laws are brought into force, A copy of the 
petition from the opium farmer, dated as long 
ago,as January of this year, has been submitted 
to me, and the caso made out by the opium 
farmer in that petition is, in my opinion, a 
very good one. ar ee 
\Hon. T: H. WHITEHEAD ‘then read the 
petition and proveeded—TI /think, Sir, this is 
certainly a case where the opium farmer ought 


To 


acting hardly with the’ opium farmer and; 
oppressing him, but ithe by-laws were roughly 
drafted, and on. the '22nd October, 1896, the 
opium farmer having been furnished with 
a copy, presented his petition, embodying his 


objections and asking that those by-laws should - . 


not. be enforced. - Considerable care was 
then, taken and they were thoroughly }. 
revised before being brought before the’ 
Legislative Council and another edition | 


was made; indeed there were three editions, 


‘and the third édition eliminated all the things. 


that could be eliminated or reasonably be found — 
fault with and that would press hardly on - 
lthe opium farmer. The by-laws as they stand 
at present were sent to the opinm farmer, with 
the following letter dated 31st, March, .1897, 
to his solicitors, Messrs. Deacon and Hastings: 
— Gentlemen,—I am directed to acknowledge 
the receipt ot your letter of the 29th January 
forwarding s petition from the Man Fook 


“Company on the subject of certain by-laws 
made by the Sanitary Board on-the 21st De-. ~ 


cember with regard to opium simoking divans. 
In reply I am.to inform you that your clients’ 
petition has been carefully considered and the 


-by-laws have been revised with a view to prevent. 


the infliction of any apparent hardship.upon.. 


etc.; that is. to say,. any: 


ave been “heard in: - 


your clients, but that it is necessary.to consider’ __ 


the public health, and the granting .of the ~ 


Opium Farm in no way implied that the. Sani. 


tary Board should be precluded’ from making... 


by-laws in pursuance of the powers conferred . 
upon it under the Public Health (Ordinance 
of 1887, which was.in force when that.contract 
was made. I enclose for your clients’ inform: 

tion a copy.of the most recently - made “by aw 


eat So 


". :yand conducting these places in a most linsanitary 


. “Every Crown tenant must - submit 
Jaw cand 80 
has-been making extra profits all ‘this time 


.gubmit they tre the 


“spoke of a quibble. 


2. tbetween. by-laws and a Bill. 


7 . the hon. member said a by-law is a Bill. 
- 7 Afon. T. H. WHITEHEAD—I submit that the 
“? Ordinance 


__--eannot.be brought into force until they have 
~- Syeceived the sanction of this Council. , 


Boar by-law 


eg 
gely. the same nt. migh 
‘bysany. Crown tenant. He. might just as well 
say; When’ I- mate my. jcontract ‘there. was 
‘nothing to prevent ine from building my houses 


“\asLliked: or overcrowding them: and- thereby 
"getting extra.rent. . Sinco that time they have 
__ "> introduced -new laws and. consequently I shail 

| xetnse.to pay my Crown rent.” defy any hon. 
---member to find ony fault, with the analogy. 
={Phe contract: was made with the Government, 


. . { 


* .the opium farmer seems iF have taken a good 


deal -of licence, and he | knew the Sanitary 
“Board -could.: stop some; of ..that licence. 
to. - the 
‘tmust the opium farmer. If he 


unknown to.the Government—the Government 


_ bean to-find 1¢ out last year—by overcrowding 


- manner he must. have been making improper 
.rgain,-The by-law he specially. objected: to ‘has 


been eliminated and the only one he can now pos- 


.gibly.make any objection against is the present 
~ by-law 8, which says that |a keeper of an opium 


_-gmoking divan shall not permit his premises to 
“be.overcrowded between the hours of midnight 


_ and5a.m. Coolies use these places to sleep in and 


jf they went next door, which may be a common 


> Jodging house, no-more than a certain number 
- . would’ be. permitted, 


The common lodging 
house people have now seen the advantage to 
‘the public health of the by-laws against which 
-they £: rmerly kicked. 
_jectionable in these ‘by-laws and the opium 
farmer will find that he will lose nothing at 
-all-by them. If he does it is simply because 
“he has been making money by overcrowding 


- to the detriment of health. 
_ + Hon. T. H. WAITEHEAD—With reference 
to the quibble raised by -the -learned Attorney- 


General that these by-laws are not a Bill, I 
-ance 24 of 1887. Without the sanction of 
' this Council these by-laws cannot be passed. 
‘The law is being altered in a material 
-way and tho proposed alteration may very 
seriously prejudice the opium farmer's interests 
Section 15 of the Public Health Ordinance 24 
of 1887. reads, “All by-laws made by the Board. 
when approved, shall have the same force and 


-". tbe equally valid as if they had been contained in 
this Ordinance.” 


I submit, Sir, this is a most 
important part of the Bill; this is the operative 


_ part of the Bill and‘ without the| sanction of 


this ‘Council the position: of the opium farmer 
~~ gannot bealtered. The learned Attorney-General 


‘yeferred to counsel not being able to place before 
:this Council any new matter, facts, or argument, 


= “but-I think that the learned member must 
shave forgotten that the, uuofficial members 
‘of this Gouncil are unaware of the conditions 


-of the grant from the Government to the opium 
farmer, and before we are asked to pass these 


- lpy-laws it is desirable that we should know what 


: the terms and conditions of the grant really ‘are. 


oe The ATTORNEY-GENERAI-—1 should like, in 


‘reply. to say a word or two.. The hon. member 
I think it is my duty as 
Aitorney-General to point out the distinction 
I understand 


“by-laws now before us are the operative part of 
24 of ‘1887, and these new by-laws 


i¢Hons C..P: CuatTeR—I. beg to second ,the 
'y solution of my: hon friend-* 

“"<SPhe resolution proposed. by the Hon, T. *. 

itehead was then: put and losti = All the un- 


nee official members voted-for it and the officials 
a : [pat : x 


-laws were'then passed. , 
EHOUSE pee: . 
FARY moved that: 


de by the Sanitary: 


“be. vised’ 


'There is nothing ob-: 


operative part of Ordin- | 


|, the necessary time to. consider. : 
consult. with those whom they represent... 
', Lwehaye not had.an opportunity.of havin 


the views of the 
easily have taken 


Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD—I submit that we 


should have had the papers gent to us at least: 


a month before they are brought forward for 
the consideration of the Council. I am not ina 
position to vote that these by-laws be approved ; 
1 shall vote against them ou principle. 

Hon. E. RB. BELILIOs— Would it not be ex- 
5 to postpone the discussion on the by- 
latvs for a fortnight P . 
"Gren. C!, P, CHaTER—I may mention, Sir, 
with regard tothe by-laws which are to follow 
these, that I have been requested by my unofiicial 
colleagues to ask for the postponement of the 
passing of them for a fortnight, and perhaps the 
whole question might be settled gt one ‘time,. As 
the hon. member hes just pointed out, they were 


received by the unofficial, membors late. on: 


“yhursday afternoon and they aro of opinion that 


the Colonial 
pass these by-laws to- m1 
the proceedings of. 
bourhood af 
Bs” thege 


laws such 


_ Secreta 


roced! 
cil into. thé, neig’ 
a fer 0 thé n 


hands only ‘two: clear days’ 
of Council is ‘what 1-a 
They| may be:the--right 


the public a 
have a right 


the. po 
arisen 
standing, 


in the by-laws before .th 


e. Council . 


and with your: permission I will. 
out the difference. between — 


they have not had the opportunity of consi- | ; 


dering them carefully. To, facilitate matters 
perLaps you may-consent ‘to postpone thé whole 
of them now. cS yoke Re eo 8 

- The COLONIAL SECRETARY—1 think the 
hon. member wil] be moré.in order if he brings 
vorward that. resolution. when the by-laws to 


which be refers all. brought forward for approval. E 


four or five by-laws and they’ cover only about 
two inches of printed matter; it would not take 
two or three days to read that. : 
Hon. |. H, WHITEHEAD—It is not a ques- 
tion of reading. L submit we should have an op- 
portunity of consulting those whom we repre- 
sent and these whose interests will be effected. 


‘A vote was then taken, Hon. Dr. Ho Kai and - 


Hon. C. P. Chater and the official members 
voted in favour of the by-laws being prrsed; the 
remainder of the unofficial members vei: 
against them. oO a - 
INSANITARY DWELLINGS. aes . 

The COoLONIAL-SECRETARY—I beg to mov 
that the by-laws made under ‘section 93 of 
Ordinance 15 of 1894 be approved. ‘by’. this 
Conncil. ; ; ‘x 
The COLONIAL TREASURER seconded, 


Hon. C. P. CHateR—On behalf of the laf ' 


official members 1 would like to ask your Ex- 
cellency if you could postpone the consitleration 
of these by-laws to a future occasion, saya 
fortnight. 
ponement are that they were only in- the 


The ATtoRNBY-GENERAL—'There are only. 


The reasons for asking for a post- 


Q 
form mis 
the Board 


ildings do not abut thereon” 


9, except that 8 «3 1. 


instead of 


possession of the unofficial members on Thurs- | 


day afternoon’ and there has been no ane 
to consider them ¢arefully. “These by-laws 
are not, like the last ones, only afew lings in 
length, but they are contained in severa] sheets 
and they affect property perhaps very seriously, 
and, secondly, they are of far more. importance 
than those we have just passed. ae : 

Hon. Ho Kai1—I beg to support the motion’ 
made by the hon. the senior unofficial member, 
These by-laws affect the interests of the Chinese 
very seri usly,and I for oneshouldlike very much 
to have the by-laws translated and to ‘consult 
the Chinese respecting them. I think it is only 


fair we should consider them, whetber they are | 


right or wrong from:a sanitary point: of . view, 
before they are passed. As the senior, unofficial 
member pointed out, | they are of great length 
and so far as 


sulting their constituents. For those reasons 
I second the resolution. vee aces 2 

Hon. 'T, H. WHITExEAD—L rige to support 
what has been said, I think the request.-for 
time to consider these important bylaws: Bs 


jonly fair. and reasonable, and. it : 


unreasonable for the Government to 
by-laws through the. Council. at - 
_as:.the.- unofficial .members. have «.: 


NE, 


the unofficial members are con- | 
cerned they have had no opportunity of con-. 


them + or’ :to | de! 


Lmy. | 


5 a.m 


of inspection, and 


£8 


‘The following ‘Bills were, on the motion 


--A’ Bill entitled an Ordinance to amend The 
Vaccination Ordinance, 1890..° ek ye 
". A Bill entitled an Ordinance to enable the 


_> "<>" Government to provide suitable latrine accom- 


- . modation for the publ 


: : si Be) “law as to. Flogging. 


tA Bill entitled an 
- A Bill entitled an Ordinance to amend the 


~ yegulation of Chinese Ordinuuce, 1888. 

_ A&A Bill entitled an Ordinance to provide for 

kv drapi aui of stowaways arriving in this 
colon : 


A 


eae back 
Bill entitled an Ordinance to consolidate 


‘and amend the laws relating to the protection 


. ' ,of women and 


girls. 


yee nie eee ate ” 2 SPRL PASSED. . ( “ 
2 Dhe following Bills were read the third time 


-. ‘and passed :— ; 
“.-: A Bill entitled an Ordinance to further 


: -amend .the Medical 
1884... : 


Registration Ordinance, 


‘A Bill entitled an Ordinance to declare and 
amend the law of partnership. 


. |. -A Billentivled an Ordiuance to consolidate 


and amend the laws relating to probates and 


- Jetters of administration in this colony. 


"Monday. 


oe, ADJOURNMENT, - 
The Council’ then adjourned until next 


> BPINANCE COMMITTEE. 


- A-meeting of the Finance Committee was 
.-then held.‘ Hon. J. H. Stewart Lockhart pre- 


-. “gided and all the members wore present. 


ae MINUTES: 


“The minutes of. the previous meeting were 


__, read and confirmed. 


VOTES RECOMMENDED. 


4 The following votes were recommended :— 


o>, A som of $959.50 for expenses incurred in 


~ gonnection with the quarantine of the steamer 


Cheang Hok Kian. : 
A sum of $4,488 to moet the following 
expenses during the current year :-—Personal 


eae Emoluments—Assistant Surgeon, Medical De- 


partment, $7,400.00, Resident Surgeon, -Tung 
Wa - Hospital, 1,800.00, Messenger, 72.00, 
Other Charges—For conveyance, 216.00. 
"Total, $4,488.00. } 
The CHAIRMAN explained that this vote was 
‘the outcome of the recommendations made by. 


*.. "the Commission appointed by His Excellency 


?e 


- 2s °- the Governor to, enquire into the working of 


_ gs the Tung Wa Hospital. . 
Jp. Asam of $1,200, being increase to the salaries 


~ o£ the 


na 


undermentioned officers for the current 
_ year :—Mr. W. Chatham, Executive Engineer, 
‘Public Works Department, $600.00, Mr. H. P. 
- Tooker, Executive Engineer, Public Works, 


-- - Department, $600.00. Total. $1 200.00. | 


- "Phe CHAIRMAN explained, in reference t 


; ~". this vote, that it was considered the officer 
"named were worthy of an increase of salary and 


| the Secretary of State for the Colonies approved 
of the recommendation, ~ 


_. Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD thereupon uttered 
“a somewhat. doubtful ‘Hear, hear.” 
_-: The: Cu'arrman—I am. glad to hear the 


- approval of the hon. member elected by the 


o + ig = ot A. 
: palances on. the. following votes for. 1896 for | 
“Extraordinary . Public |. Works :—Slaughter- |- 


~.Chamber of Commerce. 


um of $28,612.32, being the ‘unexpended 


_-house; pig and: sheep depots, including pier, 
471.16; raising Praya -wall, Shektongtsui, 
opposite M. Db. 126 and 177-1838, $5,000.00 ; im- 
provement of street lighting, $8,872.60; storm 
ater -drain, Wing Fuk Street, - $3,943.51; 
Salisbury. Road, loon; $2,325.00. Total, 
$28,612.82... we pen Bahge 2 
$2; 


°Yeing the unexpended 


ifor é eee ee Hospital.” - 
FIRST READINGS. OF BILLS.) °° 7 
of: 
- 4" > the Attorney-General, seconded by: the Colonial. 

* Secretary, read the first time :— - ea 


Ordinance to amend the |- 


ote’ “Isolation Hospital 


A sum of $200, 


A sum of.$6,000, for repairs to road 
the City of Victoria... ; see eo 
1 The CHAIRMAN said this was a sum he felt 

aire the Committee would gladly recommend as 


‘they would agrée that the present .-condition of 


the roads was exceedingly satisfactory, - 

Hon. T..H, WHITgHRAD+}—Hear, hear. _ - 

‘The Cuarrman—I am glad to hear|that Mr. 
Whitehead approves. ~ 4 Bie. Neer 

Hon, T. H. WuirexnnaD—I do not approve. 
Recently I have: been over several roads and 
they are certainly far from being in a satis- 
factory state. » . , 

The Caprain SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE 
thought the roads were iv good condition. 

The CHarrMan—The Captain Superintend- 
ent of Police and Mr. Whitehead must, have 
been travelling over different roads. 

Hou. T. H. WHITEHEAD asked if it was not 
possible to have made a nearer ‘estimate; the 
amount was very large and wide of the estimate. 

The Director ‘oF: Pustic Worxs—The 
roads bave been considerably improved lately 
and a good many outstanding. liabilities at ‘the 


< 


-end of last year have been paid out of this year’s 


vote. : i 

Hon. T. H. WaitenEap-—The answer is 
satisfactory, but I did not wish to be misrepre- 
sented by the Chairman. 

he Cuarrman—L bég your pardon, there 
was no desire to mispresent your views, which 
do not coincide wit) those of the Captain 
Superintendent of Police. - 

‘I'he last vote was a'sum of $3,438.76, to meet 
expenses in ‘connectipn with the- Kennedy- 
town-.Hospital during the months of January, 
February, March, and April, 1897. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
The Committee then adjourned. 


“ SIGNUR CATIANEU’S CONCERT. 


ee ; 

A concert: was given at the Lusitano Club 
on Monday evening by ‘Signor Cattaneo 
and his pupils in aid of St. Joseph’s Church 
organ fund, There was a large attendance 
and amongst those pr-sent. were H.E. the 
Governor and Commodore Holland. Signor 


‘Cattaneo’s concerts are always of @ hih class 
and very enjoyable and Monday's was no ex- | 


ception to the rule. The chorus consisted of 
between thirty and forty voives, the ‘parts 
being well balanced; and several concerted 
pieces. were rendered by an orchestra of mando- 
lines, mandolas, guitare, and banjo, seventeen 
lady and gentleman amateurs taking part in 
these. To the general body of the atidience the 
mandoline music appeared to give much satisfac- 
tion, the applause atter each of the items, being 
very hearty, but some there were who thought 


there was too much of the mandoline in the pro- | 


gramme and that thongh one such item might 
be tolerated in an evening as a pleasing novelty 
the mandoline is not capable of the highest 
musical effects and becomes tedious when it 


is heard too often. We can only say chacun |- 


a son gout, and certainly the great majority of 
the audience enjoyed the items in question. 
The first nnmber on the programme was from 
“Maritana,” the opening chorus, the soprano 
solo and chorus “It was a Knight,” the mezzo- 
sopraro solo and chorus “Tis the harp in the 
air,” and the angelus “Coro Religioso.” | The 
opening chorus was’ very finely rendered ‘and 
was the bestthing of the evening. In the solo 


“Tt was a Knight” Mrs. Stringer, who has a } 


good soprano voice, unfortunately appeared to 
hat from nervousness. Mrs. Mancell 


2” 


” with con- 


to cover the salary-and | 


ewly appointed -student | 
1 to. 3st December, | 


arch to. 


th 


18. ote“ Mainte 
in the Reformato: 


In ordex 
-. | jnstance, “fall 
‘| which is apt to: 


followed with an exquisitely re 

solo, for which she received enthusias 

‘and had to return to bow her.acknowled 
encores not being allowed... Miss 

sang the Ballatd from the ope 

and, notwithstanding that’ she. eI 
from indisposition, “gave. a highly? finishes 
rendering of the somewhat. florid- and’ difficul 
music. it is to be regretted that Miss alh 


‘is so seldom heard in public. She hi 
‘voice of wide compass, flexible;: 


fectly trained, and never “fails “to . 


by Mr. J. 


it was well, adapted. The second. item was'a ; 
‘trio for first and second mandolines and guitar, - 
by Miss Lysaught, Miss Alves, and’ Miss L, ~ 


Lysaught. which was well rendered and warmly 
applanded. Mrs. F. Dodwell, who possesses 8 


pleasing contralto voice, then. sang. “Life's. ; 
Lullaby,” -a song by Gerald Lane, and. ~ . 
who, ..not-: -. 


quite charmed the audience, 
withstanding that Mrs. Dodwell «:returned 
to bow her acknowledgments, continued. the 


applause until the next performer appeared.on - ~ 
This was Signor G. Badola, who - 


the stage. I 
gave a brilliant solo on the mandola.. Mr. A. 
C. Van Neirop and Mr. C. Grace ‘then gave 


-Balfe’s well known and favourite duet ‘‘ Ex- 
celsior,” in which their voices blended well and - 


full expression was given to the varying phases 
of the composition, A. most enjoyable: con- 
cert was brought toa close by 
by the urchestra. : 
The piano accompanists were Mr. 
berg and Signor Cattaneo. a 
ie 


FURTHER RELAXATION O 
7 NIGHT PASS LAW.= 


v 
1 
' 


another barcarolle - ; 


i. Deol 


OF THE *.. 


A 3ill read a first time at the meeting of the < 


Legislative Council on Mondsy repeals: section 
30 of the Regulation of Chinese Ordinance, 
1888, and in lien thereof sub 


Pp 


Cc 


‘Ik Somiany Jupteprorrow. . _/' | quostion | y. of io Foreign” 
oe ET mame ey | Peking, and.t at no instructions 
“"Burors Mr..A. G, Wisn (Puisxa Jupen.) 


‘ont to tho latter: from their Governments in 
| connection therewith, Li. Hung-chang, ‘no 
| doubt honing to obtain kudos at “Peking, if- 
successful in-the attempt to ‘secure a revision 
of the tariff, played this off his own bat, with, 
| however, .very. indifferent success. It may 
be worth’ while remembering, too, that the 
Japanese Treaty signed at ‘Shimonoseki in 
1895 hes ‘eight years yet to run, and that 
instrument virtually assures the present tariff 
for that term for‘all countries by virtue of the q FE : 
most-favoured-nation clause, As you are well ing British Co! ton—(A'pplause 
aware; the trade of this port again suffered fi 


: . :) DARIN. Y.’ MERCIER, 


+: "BL, Dakin, master mariner, sued A: Mercier 

_ ‘x,£or., $150. for breach of contract, “Mr. Thomp- 

_”. egom.(of..Mesars. Deacon, and. Hastings’ office) 
ue i aepeoeenied the pleinkf tas 

. ,, Zhe defendant had a: water: boat’ built. by. 

_ - . Messrs. A: G. Gordon and Co., Hongkong, and he. 

"arranged with plaintiff to take the boat to Sai- 

- ,,gon for $150.. Last, Tuesday morning plaintiff 

; Dilaee he board, but found that she was not sea- 

_ worthy ag there was a quantity of water in the 

e br and. he. told the défendant ‘about. this 

~ fault, ‘The water was afterwards pumped out 

jand. defendant: then .asked plaintiff to take 

_ _, Charge: of her, but he said he would not 

- “take ‘the boat. to Saigon unless he received 

_~.-$200. "The defendant then. replied. that he 

"would get someone .else.~ The plaintiff said 

it was not until night-time that the boat 


considerably last year owing to quarantine 
‘restrictions. The Chanabar lost-no opportunity 
of protesting against the unnecessary pro- 
longation of these precautions, but, in some 
directions, ‘with very qualified success. More 
particularly ‘is ‘this the case in the Philippines, | 
where on the 9th ult. quarantine’ was- re- 
‘imposed against vessels from Hongkong and 
ports of China, absolutely without reason. 
Protests from this Chamber through the 
Spanish .Consyl seem to have been uniformly 
disregurded at Manila, and I fear it is hopeless 
to look for reasonable treatment in this respect 
in the neighbouring Spanish colony, Never- 
theless we must not relax our efforts to obtain 
more considerate treatment. The inadequate 
accommodation at the Post Office and the, as 
we then’ believed, consequent late delivery of 
the mails induced the Chamber to. make 
representations to the Government: on the 
subject last summer. Since then, increased 
accommodation has been obtained by the 
annexation to the Post Office of a portion 
of the ground floor of the adjoining Court- 
house, but I regret to -say that I can- 
not record any improvement in the administra- 
tion of this Department. (Applause.) Delays 
in the delivery of mails are indeed more frequent 
than ever, to the great inconvenience of the en- 
tire commercial community. Concerning the; 
action of the Telegraph Companies in raising - 
their rates to Europe, America, and Shanghai 
immediately following the ratification of the 
Telegraph Convention on the 3ist July last, 
there is little further to be said. This Chambor 
made a prompt and energetic protest against 
that action and although, thanks to the in- 
fluence of the Foreign Office, there has 
been a concession in rates on certain of the 
Eastern Extension Co,’s lines, and a reduction 
in rates from home to China, we may be- sure 
that the monopoly created by the Convention 
cannot fail to be prejudicial to the chances of 
our obtaining cheaper means of communication 
—a matter of great importance in these days 
of keen competition and narrow margins of pro- 
fit. The. agitation against the continued in-,. 
position of the special light tax levied to secure 1@ | Jo ) 
payment of the cost of the Gap Rock Light- quested the opinion- ‘of this Chamber onthe - 
house will be fresh in all memories. It was | question. - Needless to say, the Committee 
commenced by this Chamber and strongly sup- | regard the roposal as inequitable as regards 
ported by the shipping companies and firms, | the basis, and excessive as regards the amount, . 
who have specially petitioned against thi pro- | but, in the absence of certain returns which are 
posal to convert the voluntary temporary im- | necessary to the proper statement’ of the case, 
post into a permanent tax, to bp merged in the they have been compelled to delay -giving an 
goneral revenue. The appeal was sent home to official reply to the communication. ~~ Coming 
the Secretary of State and a satisfactory reply to more personal matters, we have to record the 
from Downing Street has just béen made public, | unanimous re-nomination of Mr. ~ Whitehead 
Tt recognises the importance of preserving | a8 the Chamber’s representative «on ‘the 
the freedom of this port, which was our | Legislative * Council for another -term, I oe 
main contention, and we and the shipping | am sure: that we are all satisfied that the ai: 
interests are to be congratulated upon this suc- fided'to 
“cess, carried, not only without assistance from, | more zealous or more capable hands... ;(Ap- 
but notwithstanding the advice of, the local | plause.) I congratulate the member ‘forthe 
authorities. That long expected and much- Chamber upon 
agitated-for concession, the opening of the unofficials ‘took | 
West River to foreign trade and steain navi- 
: gation has, at last,-been secured, ‘That is to 
say, a convention has been signed under which 
| two treaty ports and four calling ‘stations on, 
that river are to be opened on the 4th June 
next. We.are greatly indebted to Sir Clande. 
MacDonald, Her Britannic Majesty's ipl Saad 
Minister at Peking; for his exertions in press- Mr. Bell-Irving 
ing for and eventually obtaining this. jconces | present “ Committee. 
| sion. It is not perhaps all we:had hoped for ! pi king and etiergetic ‘Chairman, - .- 
wo should have likéd to havé seen the river | snd I kuow thet he regretted that._his dtrahige- 
opened up 40 Nanning-fu—but no doubt that | ments would not allow him to remain ‘to 
will come in: time, and it is a great step to have | at this meeting. © It is certainly an’ hi 
[iobtained an entrance to the inland, waterways | never expected, for ‘I’ hed 


x 


disciple of the late ‘Sir arry’Parker, - 
having spared no pains to protect and promote 
our commercial interests. Let us hope‘ that, 
| witha vigorous and watehful Minister at Peking, : 
a new spirit will permeate the service through- 

out, and that the Consuls generally. will display. | - 
the energy and zeal for our interests shown ‘to 
suéh purpose by Mr. Fraser. (Applause.) ‘The | 
case in which the master of the steamer. Chingtu 
was proceeded against in the Police Court on a 
chargo of detaining some Japanese stowaways 
after arrival of the vessel in port and fined 
$600, having attracted the attention’ ofthe 


"wag ready, and he refused to niake a start. thon, 
fe cy, - | <but: the ‘defendant. said it was in the afternoon 
ees . cand thatthe plaintiff had broken his: contract 
. , by refusing to go.. : 
Judgment was entered for the defendant. - 


HONGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER 
/ "OF COMMERUE.; 


-__—.o : 
: ANNUAL MEETING. 
is Phe annual general meeting of the members 


Committee to the hardships entailed on ship- 2 
owners and masters by the; working- of’the - ~ 
Vagrancy Ordinance, representations have been _ 
made to the Government on the subject, asking a 
that its provisions may be amended. - Under the 8 
Ordinance as it stands, the liabilities ‘of both: a 
owners and captains are most onerous.” I trast 
the Government contemplate a revision’ of: the 
Ordinance, but so far no answer has-been 
received ion the subject, Now that the -At- 
torney-General has returned to the colony; ~let 
us hope he will give the matter his early atten- 
tion. The policy of niaking - the’ ‘Crown 
Colonies contribute as largely as possible to the 
Imperiat expenditure evidently obtains 
strongly, at home at the present time. 
After twice augmenting our military con- - 
tribution, they now seek to obtain from us an 
increased contribution to the Postal: subsidy. 
At present, as no/doubt you are aware, ‘this’ 
colony pays £6,000, which sum, ‘after: much 
correspondence héetween the. Treasury~and 
Colonial Office in 1883, was “suggested 
by Lord Kimberley as 8. compromise. © 
The present demand, calculated:; on! a 
mileage basis, would fix ‘the contribution ‘ at 
something between £11,000 and £12,000 per 
annum, and the local Government have re- 


. ‘ 
__nemevataaanne Mie ig Ot 
a eR aCe 2! 7) 


| _G.: Stewart, A. Coxon, F. Maitland, G. D. 
- : Boning, F. D.. Setna, 8. F. David, G. Slade, 

an MLS. ‘Northcote, T. F. Hough, H. 8, Cvoke, 

a .@. de Champesux, J. Thurburn, A. J, Ray- 

eo .;mond, E. H, Joseph, J, Y. V. Vernon, W. RB. 
ae _. Loxley,.G. H. Dann. ~ 


.Dhe SECRETARY read the notice calling the 


Pre 


ie "+ The CHarpman—Gentlemen, the report has 
z : been in your hands some days, and with your 
® permission I propose that it be taken as read. 
_ . The 'various questions which have during the 
aa ere past year engaged the attention of the Cham- 
a ee rare pretty fully dealt with therein and I 
---  . , .. need only allude to: those of special interest, or 
-. +40 those that.are still exciting discussion. The 

. announcement by Reuter in May last that Li 
-Hung-chang would, while on his mission to 
different European Courts, endeavour to get 

-  their-sanotion to an increase in the Chinese 

* . tariff on-importa, at once excited the attention - 
has | of the Committee, We took measures to secure 
something like concerted action by the repre- 
- sentative commercial bodies, and, as the event 
-cproved, the step was timely, as it led to expres- 
_- .Sions of opinion on the subject, in advance of 
_’ . the Chinese envoy’s visit to England, where in 
_£ * ,. due, course it is reported that he broached the 
<> matter to Lord Salisbury. The Premier, in 
Se 2 replys in effect said that he would wish to con- 


it. the. Chambers of Commerce in China before 


7 _vtaking any decisive action, and we .can only 
/ Hope that, in any ‘case, negotiations will be 


— 


‘absolutely cover every exaction, and in 


_- .the case of imports-free them from one end of 


: s ‘the empire to the other. _ 


[L .) + QUARANTINE REST: ICTIONS, : 
- '¢: Olean bills of health were issued here on the 


.° %th August, the bubonic /plaguo having died 


= vont, and. quarantine. restrictions were quickly 

~~ abolished in some ports, but) it was not until 
: . Oetober that free pratique was granted at 
’ ~ Manila. on vessels arriving from Hongkong and 
China ports. The outbreak of small-pox in 


Japan. has led to vessels from the ports of 


* Tokyo, Yokohama, and Regeaeki being declared 
. -. infected at. Singapore, Manila,-and elsewhere. 
. . The‘ question oft e sanitary] supervision of the 
‘port is folly deserving of|the most careful 

- * consideration. : 
. DELAYs IN POSTAL DELIVERIES AND INADE- 


2.2. QUATE POSTAL ACCOMMODATION, 


. Acting on a suggestion |made by Messrs. 
.. . Melohers & Co,, the Committee in June last 

- addressed the Government on the great incon- 
- venience suffered by the mercantile community 
' through the frequent delays|in the delivery of 
_ the mails, and, having regard to the impossibi- 
_ lity of. effectively carrying on the service .in 
the présent inadequate building, urged the 
Government to proceed with the construction 
- of a new. Post Office. A reply was received 
‘stating that the question of the provision of 
-- new Post Office, together with other Govern- 
. ment buildings, was under the consideration of 


. . the Secretary of State, but meantime the Go- 


” yernment were considering; the feasibility of 
‘ arranging for temporary additional accommo- 
' dation for the Postal Department. This has 
. gines been: effected by the conversion of a por- 
. tion of the ground floor of the Supreme Court 
‘House into’ offices for thé Registration and 
Parcels Departments, much to the convenience 
of the public. 
. “THE DEATH OF SIR JOHN PENDER. 


_ The Government, with the approval of your. 


Comimittee, on the death of the late Sir John 
Pender, telegraphed to the Eastern Extension 
Telegraph! Co. :—‘‘ Government, Chamber of 
-Commerce, and community of Hongkong 
‘express. profound regret at decease of Sir 
. John Pender.” a 

- BRUSSELS DATERBATIONAL EXHIBITION, 

aI te he we cise 897. Fs 
<The London Chamber of] Commerce having 
accepted. ‘the invitation to; assist in the or- 


“a . ‘ganization of a British section in. the above’ 
" Joxhibition,. wrote in July, last asking: this 


“Chamber to. co-operate; but your Committee, 
in view of the paucity of. local products and 
manufactures, replied that while the Chamber 
- would.with pleasure make public the proposal, 
- : it could not pledge itself) to any active co- 
~ operation in the work. 
_..:-. LOCAL TELEGRAPH TARIFFS, 
-.. . ‘Phe desirability” of securing a reduction in 
has not been lost 


_beon made in the 


:.., sBHE “INCREASE IN TELEGRAPH RATES TO 


EUROPE AND‘AMERICA. - _ :. 
3, however,.the reductions in local hes 
e-Telegraph Companies: were. accepted as 
‘of ‘a dentro on their. part: to- meet’ the 
‘public; the conduct of the: Com- 
ddenly raising their rates to Earope, 


used: strong 


d Shanghai onthe Ist August with 


-for: consideratio: .| follow na he’ cable messages ; up ‘with lette 
“this Chamber is in agreement with the-London | and on.t 
ber that the trade could only bear an .ad- 
23: per cent. Custonis and 24 per. cent. 
uty, making 10 per ‘cont, in all, on the- 
nderstanding, properly guaranteed, that. 


receiving attention. 


peration,|| utmost 


nd. o e:19th September, at » special general! 
meeting of members, passed - resolutions :con-. 


| demning the action of the Telegraph. Companies 


in raising the rates as unjustifiable, regretting 
the sanction given by Her Majesty’s .Govern- 


“ment to the convention which conferred an 


absplute monopoly -on the Joint .Compazies, 
and pledging the Chamber, in the event of the 
Companies refusing to reduce thes» rates,-to 
give its fullest support to any Company that,. 
while providing an efficient service, will. agree 
to charge moderate rates between the Far Past 
and Europe and America. Copies of the report 
of the proceedings at that meeting were for- 
warded ta the Jocal Government, the Foreign 
‘Office, the British Minister at Peking; the 


-Telegraph Companies, the China Association, 


to alithe Chambers of Commerce in the. Far 
East, India, Ceylon, thé principal Chambers in 
the. United, Kingdom, ‘Canada, Australasia, the 
United States, Germany, France, and other 
continental conntries, ten copies being also sent 
to each of the Foreign Consuls for distribution. 


‘Numerous replies huve been received, and co- 


operation promised from various Chambers and 
other b.-dies, and on the 23rd, January a reply 
to the Chamber’s letter was received from the 
Foreign Office, in which, after explaining at 
length the reasons which induced Her Majesty’s 
Government to ratify the Telegraph Conven- 
tion, it was shown that, apart from collateral. 


advantages, such as large immediate reductions: 


in local rates (7.e., between Hongkong and other 
Hastern countries, Australia, &c.) the Govern- 
ment, acting in defence of the interests of ‘the 
commercial community, secured the insertion 
in the new convention of provisions binding 
the Telegraph Companies to a reduction in the 
charge from the United Kingdom to China 
of 1s. 6d. per word. while preventing a large 
increase of the amount to be collected in local 
currency in this colony and China. This 
courteous letter has been duly acknowledged 
with thanks for the careful consideration of the 
question given by the noble lord the Foreign 
Secretary. Your Committee aro still satisfied, 
however, that, under the circumstances, the 
action of the Telegraph Companies called for 
strong protest, aud they are confident that ?}.:+ 
protest will prove not to have been made in 
yain, 
THE LIGHT DUES, 

The question of the Light Dues has again 
occupied a good deal of the attention. of your 
Committee. On the 3lst July a letter was 
addressed tothe Government, asking whether 
His Excellency the Governor would redeem 
the pledge made by his predecessor, and abolish 
the special Gap Rock Light Tax, the time 
having arrived for such redemption owing to 
the amount collected having considerably ox- 


ceeded the cost of the erection of the, Light- 
house, the purpose for which it was imposed. | 


To this inquiry a reply was received in-the 
middle of August,stating that the question. was 
Nothing further ‘was 
heard of the question until November, when a 
letter was addressed by the Governor to the 
Unofficial Members of Council stating ‘that if 
the Special Rate be abolished, there would 
be a deficiency in the revenue compared 
with the expenditure, and asking them, if 
agreed on the desirability of abolishing the 
Gap Rock -dues, to suggest how’ the deficit 
could best be made good. The Unofficial Mem- 
bers having (with one dissentient, the Hon. T. 
H. Whitehead) recommended the redemption 


ef the pledge made by Sir William Des Voux. 


and the imposition of a tax of 24° cents per ton 
instead, thus’ merely altering the name and 
rendering a ‘temporary tax permanent, a peti- 
tion signed by all the shipping companies ‘and 
firms (with one exception) was presented to the 
Governor praying His Excellency to revert to 
the old arrangement under which only the 


amount charged for the upkeep of the lights, 
_&o. was collected, namely, one cent per ton, and 
‘asking that the matter might be referred to the 


Secretary of State. : To this thé Governor has 
responded’by forwarding the petition to Down. 


ing Street, and meantime the Chamber has by. 


a letter to the Government:in ‘sup- 


‘ceived from ‘the Manager of the China. 


- Attention having been 


accuracies of imports published -in ‘+t 
“Master's report for 1895, a letter was ; 
last addressed to the. Government callin a1 
tion to the fact, and suggesting the.de ity 
of discontinuing returns which-so long as-the 
remain partial or defective are nece: gy liable 
to mislead. . > Rx SRES Pans 
OPENING OF THE WEST: RIVER TO. G 

: | TRADE. bee 

One great object for which this‘ Chamber has 

patiently and persistently laboured has at length: 
in part been attained. 
opening up the inland waterways of South Chin 


he-great importance of 


was recognised by this Chamber very‘early in —_ 
its history; and, in pursuance of this’ design, in’ 


1870 it despatched: the then Secretary: ona - 


mission of exploration as far as Nanning-fu.on~ * 
He returned with -much* 


the West Hiver. 
valuable information,’ subsequently ‘embodied 


in a report;the publication of which greatly e aoe 


stimulated public interest, and since that time © 
the subject has been brought forward at inter: - 
vals, and agitated. On his. arrival in’ China’ 

last year as British Minister, Sir Claude Mac- 


Donald favoured your Committee with ‘an inter- - 


view and discussed this question among others, 
It is gratifying to now learn,. thereforé, that 
an agreement was signed at Peking on:the 4th .. 
February, whereby the ‘Chinese Government 
undertake to open two ports on the West River - 
as Treaty ports, and four other places as éall- 
ing stations whereat passengers and cargo may 
‘be landed, such agreement to come into force. 
on the 4th June. next, the date fixed for its 
ratification. Most cordial and hearty thanks - 
are due to Sir Claude MacDonald for the im- 
portant.service he has rendered. ss 2 
PROPOSED OFFICIAL TELEGRAPH CODE" ae 
VOCABULARY, . : : 
The proposal to enforce the use of an: Official 


Telegraph Code Vocabulary upon the mercantile a 
public, and against which your Committee | 


agitated strenuously last year, has been:shelved 
for the present. It will be recollected that, in 
addition to other action, a joint letter signed 


|by 2!l the Chambers in the Far East was 


‘addrissed {o the International Telegraph 
Bureau, Berne, protesting against the code, and 


._ was laid before the Telegraph Conference held 


at Buda-Pesth in the summer, when: it. was 

decided that the Vocabulary is to be enlarged - 
and not to come into effect until after a“date to. 
be fixed by the next conference in 1901, Mean-. 


time the assistance of the Chamber ‘was asked’, 


to induce owners-and compilers of private cades, © 


cg Fe 


to forward copies of the.same to the Inter: 
national Telagraph Office at Berne, vt 


PARIS INTERNATIONAL EXH 

The Committee, as in the casé of the Brussels 
Exhibition of 1897, have been invited to co-. 
operate to make a local exhibit in the above 
Exhibition, but, in reply to the letter:from the | 
Government forwarding copy of the ‘despatch 
of: the Secretary of State for the Colonies and | 
enclosures on the snbject, the Committee: felt 


compelled to decline taking any active part, - 


but suggested publication of the correspondence’ 
for the information of intending exhibitors. 
TAXATION OF FOREIGN GOODS. MADE. IN) 

; CHINA, & Valet ee a 


appointed to report on the above us. it:.affected 
various branches of trade, and asking’ the-'co- 
operation . of. this.. Chamber; - an - answer:-:was 
returned expressing readiness to afford aid,: but: 
stating that as this colony is in .a <different: 
position to the Treaty: Ports,- the. Committee. 
desired to know. what form they wished such 
co-operation to take.,-.8 =) 0) Ge: 
REQUEST FOR AN OPINION’ FROM:THE - 

; _- OHAMBER,)2 °~; Bees 

In December last a communication: Saba 
ani 


‘Japan Teleplione Co., Limited; la: 


‘before the Committee, and 


pression of opinion. the 


‘stating that under its'b 


ITION, : 1900, 


‘ é 
betaine: Hs 


ft 


In reply to representations from the Shang-.-. 
hai Chamber stating that Committees had: been... 


EV MEETINGS:OF | 
FFICIAL MEMBERS 


COUNCIL. - 


fied: ote ph are 
HE VAGRANOY. 
no “DORDINANOB, F-07005 
“hardship 


The Right Honourable 
‘ “MP. a eae Soe : 


Tho 8 entailed: on shipowners- and: -< “The following gorsgeponions “has ‘been -for-- 


ee " mmasters’ by ‘the ‘operation’ of the Vagrancy Or- | warded tous by @ Hon. T. H. ‘Whitshead for ge 
>» \dinance (No. 12 of 1888): having” been bronght'| publication:— -  - ee am Hest 


HON. T. H. WHITEHEAD (TO THE GOVERNOR. 
" o-. " * Hongkong, 24th April, 1897. 
Dear Sir William,—I observe from: the cor- |. 
‘respondence in connection with the Light Dues 
ret published in this morning’s paper, 
at a reply has been received from the Se- 


_ |. Nery-prominently into relief by a case in which: 
the master of the British steamer Chingtu was 
-fined $600, for detaining some Japanese stowa- 
ways ‘after arrival of the vessel in’ port, a letter: 
ee: :wason the 5th January addressed ‘to. the QGo- 
--f  vernment pointing out the injustice caused-in 
- its-working, and suggesting some] modification: cretary of State, dated 17th ulto, to your 
of its pron. “So far no response has been | Excellency’s despatch of 18th January,- for- 
given to the~suggestion, but it| s hoped. the | warding the petition from the Shipping com- 
matter is-under\the consideration of the Law munity dated 24th December last. i 
Officers of the colony.’ =. | ~3=— (sd hve now the honour to request that you 
| HONGKONG AND THE PosTAd supsipy. | will be ‘so good as to instruct the Honourable 
|. Another attempt is being made .to compel | the Colonial Secretary to send me a copy of 
this'colon >to pay what is’, computed ‘to be. its | your Excellency's despatch to the Secretary of |. 
[shave of the subsidy to the'P. & O- S. N. ‘Co, | State forwarding my letter dated the 2nd! 
. . ‘for-carrying the Eastern mails cilpulated on a| December last on the same subject, together 
+ . mileage basis. ‘The last attempt made, in 1883, with a copy of the Secretary of Btate’s reply 
_° to'get the colony to contribute ‘£12,000 as its | thereto” It will be observed that my letter of 
share of the subsidy, was successfully withstood: 2nd'December was written some six to seven 
weoks prior to your Excellency’s letter of 18th 


‘by ‘the ‘Colonial Office, and was ultimately 
: compounded for half that amount. It is: now J anuary now acknowledged.—I have the honour : 
to be, yours very tral 


sought to obtain a sum which will approximate irnly, 

to £12,000, and the Chamber has been invited | _., (Signed) T. H. WHITEHEAD. 
eS -by the Government to express their views on | His Excellency Sir William Robinson, 
‘f°. _ the subject. The matter is now under con- K.CM.G. ke, &, &ke. 
sideration, and, needless to say, your Committee ae 

Will not fail to fight this question out to the 

end, as the doniand, if coneeded, would lead to 

an unreasonable and unjust imposition -on the-| 
‘colony. . F ; 

- HE CHAMBER’S REPRESENTATIVE IN THE 
~. > LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

- On-the 19th September, at a special general 
egting of the members of the Chamber, Mr. 
homas Henderson Whitehead, whose appoint- 

ment as member of the Legislative ouncil 

aa ee: terminated on that date, was, on.the invitation 

= . of the Governor, re-nominated to that position, 

E and the decision of the ‘Chamber having been 

duly conveyed through the usual channel, 

His Excéllency announced that he should have 

_great pleasare in re-appointing its nominee toa 

’ geat_on the Council. i 
- 57 5 > PHE COMMITTEE, ‘ 

The Hon. J. J. Bell-Irving, who at the last 

annua! meeting was in hig absence elected 

Chairman: of the Committee, having declined 
_ the honour at its next subsequent sitting, “Mr. 

_ Ay McConachie, the Vice-Chairman, was elected 
Chairman and Mr. Herbert Smith consentefl to 
accept the Vice-Chair. Mr. MeConachie, who" 
has since left for England,' tendered his resig-” 
nation on the 3rd April. “vir! G. B. Dodivell 

- _. tendéred his resignation on leaving the colony 
sin September ‘last, and Mr. BR. M. Gray has 
~gitice accepted an invitation to rejoin the Com- 


THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO THE 
_ GOVERNOR, - eee 
Downing Street, 27th January,'1897. °°: ~~ 
- §ir,—I-have the honour to acknowledgethe. .; 
Feceipt of your despatch No.:287 of. the 21st ; 
altimo enclesing copies of: corresponden 
between yourself and the Unofficial Members © 
of the Legislative Council on the subject.of'the: 
Gap Rock Lighthouse Rate, together with: 
copy of a letter from Mr. ‘Whitehead’ on: th 
subject and a report of a discussidn which too 
place in the Legislative Council, °°." a 
9On the general question -of the Light’ ~ 
Dues I shall await’ your: promized despatch,“ 
which shall receive the most careful ‘considera- : 
tion, *~ BE Biome GPa las OR 
3.—The delay in the publication’ of the Es-. 
timates to which Mr, Whitehead alludes is a’ 
common subject of resonable complaint-‘and - 
care will no donbt be taken that in future years 
Estimates are placed before the Council at’an 
earlier date, ¢ 4 2 ee 
4,—The question of the procedure adopted on 
the occasion in point-was one for the Gov- 
ernor’s discretion, and I am not inclined. to 
comment upon either the substance: or the 
form of Mr. Whitehead’s representations,—I’ 
have, &e,, ; i ea 
Hongkong, 26th April, 1897. _ __ (Signed): J. CHAMBERLAIN, . _ 
Sir,—In reply to your letter of the 24th in- | Governor Sir W. Robinson, K.0.M.G., &o, &o., 
stant, I am directed to forward to you a copy of EEE aon 


the correspondence noted in the margin.*—I. eae 
have the honour te be, sir, your most obedient DR. AYRES AN D THE POLI CE. 


servant, : 
| PRESENTATION OF AN ADDRESS. 


(Signed) J. H. Pavia Lockman, 
a olonjal Secretary. On the 28th April the members of the Hong- 
The Honourable T. H. Whitehead. kong Police Force presented an ‘address to Dr. 
1,-yDespatch from Governor to Secretary | Ayres on his departure from the colony. -Dr. 
of State, enclosing correspondence regarding | Ayres has held the position of Colonial Surgeon 
in Hongkong for upwards of 23, years, and 


Light Dues, &o. 2.—The reply of the Secretary 
, during the whole of that time has been the 


of State. 

medical adviser to the Police. Having retired 
‘from the Colonial Service the esteemed doctor 
leaves to-day for England, and the members of a 
the Force-took this opportunity of showing j 
‘|'their appeciation of his past services by the 
presentation of a farewell-address.. The men’ . 
were drawn upon the parade ground-at four’ - |. 
o’clock and after ‘being inspected by the Hon: - 
¥. H. May (Captain Superintendent) and Dr. 
Ayres, the presentation was made in their | 


THR COLONIAL SECRETARY TO HON. T. H. 
¢ WHITEHEAD. 2 
: Colonial Secretary’s Office, 


i 


THE GOVERNOR TO THE SECRETARY OF ° 
STATE. ; 
Government House, 
Hongkong, 21st December, 1896. 

Sir,—I have the honour to forward herewith: 
copies of Sessional. Paper No. 37 of 1896 con- 
tainitig a correspondence which has passed be- 
tween me and the Unofficial Members of Coun-; 
cil on the subject of Light Dues, a letter from 
the Honourable T. H. Whitehead, and a dis- 
cussion which took place in the Legislative 
Council on the subject of Mr. Whitebead’s 
letter. a 

2.—You will observe that in his letter Mr. I 
Whitehead desires that what he terms his pro- 
test may be forwarded to you and this is my 
reason for transmitting to you the correspop- 
dence to which reference is made above. 

3,—I do not propose on the present occasion 
to deal with the general question of Light Dues, 
-which will form the subject of a separate com- 
munication when the matter has been discussed | 
in Conncil and I am in possession of the views 
of the shipping firms, which I understaid will 
be éommunicated to me shortly, . 

4.— With regard to Mr. Whitehead’s protest. 
the Unofficial Members of 


s 
: 
ee 
a 


*. (he roll of members has be ni: materially in: 


Sa RA aS nr 


thanks for the many acts of kindne: 
and our families have experienced. 

onr high sense of: your professi 
asa - appreciation the 


our 


"> commen 
dd 


i 


yay 

p Government in'matters-rel 

co Health of the Community, 
ver’ the‘ urgent and- constant 
Hast's our! ‘time, your’‘strength,\and 
-:  your-professional resources, we have eve ‘found 
-..-you'ready and-more thee wilting] te’ aasts us, to 

’ . guard:our health; to alleviate. the : sufferings of 
:.. those’ who are dependent:.upon ns, - and to 
promote ourwell-being and happiness..-: 


~ 1 Tnsyouvezhave: known ‘a skilfnl surgeon, 


7 alwsys;b 


arm and sympathetic friend, You will 
+emembered inthis force as. generous 


~. henefactor,:whose devoted aid has never failed-us, 
- ‘and whose.kindly:smile and 


"ever: shed, sunshine’ in our homes in this far 


*Gistanticountry.... oe 

““ * «With sorrowing- hearts we bid you farewell. 
- We pray for your speedy restoration to hegit 

, g strength,and.we wish youthe-full enjoyment 
of the,rest.which-you: have so nobly earned -by 
Your unselfishlabours.” | owe 

_Mr.iMay then. handed to Dr. Ayres the 

: address,y.adding , that . it had not. vet. -been 


+ gotvupein. an.illuminated form. Like. most 


~< other people. in -the colony they. were taken 
somewhat by, surprise by the early date of Dr. 
. Ayres’s departure. The address would be sent 
' on jwhon.finished, .signed:by every ‘member of 
_.-the,Foree, | eer OES San 
Dr. Ayres, in.a voice broken with emotion 
-. and,almost inandible, briefly acknowledged the 
’ presentation-and thanked the ‘men for their 
.- kindness. He:said that during his 23 years’ con- 
- nection, with-the -force ‘as. medical adviser he 


had no.doubt troubled.them a great deal with: 


* his “nasty physio,” but they had always carried 
“out his orders: with’ cheerfulness. Taking the 
force’all-round he considered them ‘a very fine 
healthy body of‘men: It was with great regret 
that he: bid.them farewell, but when in Eng- 

_ land. he ‘would be ‘gratified to look back and 
_know’that-le had-won their regard and ‘esteem. 
:Mr?May added‘ few'words on behalf- of the 


~- wives arid'families of the men and then called 


for thrée clicers-for “Dr. Ayres, which. were 


_ given with great gusto. The parade was then. 


|” ARRIVAD-OF MRS. CAREW IN. 
pO" HONGKONG. | 
. es i - i - $- § ; - 
. On, the. 3rd ‘May, “Mrs. Carew arrived in 
' Hongkong; from, Yokohama by the P. & O. 


steamer sAncona--and she is now lodged 
© in“Viotoria'Gaol; Her departure from Yoko- 
_ .haina ‘was kept absolutely secret, it not being 
" genérally.: known until after the Ancona. left 
. that “Mrs! Carew was.on board. She was 

takén :to-the: vessel at eleven o’clock on the 

night, of the 24th April by an En glish warder 
. from “thé” gaol.and there was also a hinese 
presumably “her own, with her. The 
railed ‘at ‘daylight on .the following 


but’ it” was not until later in the | 


® interesting new got abroad 
a:; Mrs. Carew had a first olass 


‘herself’ on the main deck and. 


- 1d.“class fare, which was privately served 
a - ‘and during the whole of the voyage 
_. ae xuddy complexion and a good figure, and was 
a: black., For the first two or three 


arew remained for the most of the: 


cabin and was seen on deck 
at ‘half'an hour in the morning.. 
ay everyone.on board made'a point 


impse of the murderess, but this. 


wore off and afte 


d, sneceseful physician, a wise coun-. 


obeering word have. 


“Balance in hands-of Crown Agents 


Pensions due to 


to-‘her, ‘and 
she‘ seemed'to ‘bein ‘robust health. She has 


"The statement of 
for 1896.and o 
the table..of the-Legislative Council.yesterday. 


| The: -total:, revenue, .exolusive: of land : sales. 
$2,250;179, ag against, 


and water account, was 
$2,275,577 in 189h. Many .items-\how: an in.; 
crease, the largest being: fines, ($27,289) and 
médical treatment of patients in. Civil Hospital 


($18,601, while: amongst, the. decreases. the. 
largest.are-under the heads of “ othér miscel..|. 
laneous receipts” ($64,586)-and -profit on sub: | 


sidiary coins ($42,405). Land sales amounted. 
to $270,859, showing an increase of $140,387 on 
the preceding year. The net _increase:: of 


revenue, including lind sales and water account, -|. 


was.$123\650. 

The expenditure in 1896 was. $2,474,910; 
being. a decrease of $497,463, but while public. 
works extraordinary (other than. those. charge- 
able. to Joan). amounted to $837,842..in 18 
the. expenditure. onder. this head in 1896_ was: 
only $69,511, the Jatge expenditure in 1895 
being accounted. for chiefly by the Taipingshan 


Resumption. In military expenditure there was |- 


an increase,of $156,972. . 
. The following is the statement of the colony's 


assets and liabilities ‘on: the .31st. December, | 


1896 :— . 
: - -ASSETS.. 

Subsidiary coins ioe wae hen pas 
Balance in bank at current account 700,717.26 
Deposit in England at call ... ~... 
Arrears of taxes’ wi vee 
Arrears of Crown rent ... ... ... 58,452.03 
Advances to be recovered ... ...., 31,563.98 


_ ‘Total Assets.. $1,066,571.05 

' ‘LIABILITIES. “Boo 

Drafts drawn by Crown Agents, in : 

{ transit de Wiest ean Peds 

Military contribution 

Deposits not available... 

Praya reclamation deposit accoun 

Refund of taxes ww we 

Officers? remittances, not yet paid 

Money orders; not yet paid 

Transit charges ..» —--- 
Civil Officers 
Police ... ... 


Total Liabilities ...3 517,606.59 
Bal "® 548,964.46 


207,567.57 
.- 628.88 


| “Do. 


BUCO... ee jase 48,9 


$1,066,571.05 
*Balance of assets and liabilities...8 548,964.46 
Less balance of 1893 loan ... 535,546.14 


$ 13,418.32 


HONGKONG VOLUNTEER CORP 
AND AMBULANCE WORK. 
—— : 


The result ‘of the examination held by Sur- 
geon-Colonel. Evatt of the ambulance class 
formed in‘ connection with the Hongkong 


Volunteer Corps is in this week’s orders. - The |: 


successful candidates are Lieutenant Wylie 
(very proficient) and Gunners J. Bory: L. E. 
Brett, G. T.:Crook, J. H. R. Hance, 0. EB A 


‘Hance, A. J: Mackie, A. P.,Nobbe, and A. L. 


Sutton (all proficient.) There were -twelve 


| candidates altogether, so that the percentage 


is on the whole satisfactory and 
ll for the care shown by Surgeon-. 
the jectures on 


of passes - 


34,641.98 |. 


i showing an increaie'of 11 


x and. expe 
ther financial returns were laid on} giy 


ie 


eee ie 
"142 788,000.00 T° 


: [—— ns 
A WRECKED STEAMER ON FIRE, 


—_.-——— : 
The captain of the steamer Letimbro, which |” 
arrived in port on the 28th April from Bombay, i 
makes the following report: “On the 25th April, t. 
at about 8a.m., when south-east of the Bombay. | 


shoal (Paracels Reef), we observed on the- , 


horizon towards the north-east a cloud of smoke, :: 
Thinking it was a steamer on fire we steered 


| towards the ship and on going about two mileg 


we found ‘that it was a three-masted steamer 


| with s black funnel, which had gone on thé 


rooks about south-east of the Bombay shoal; « 
We hoisted our :national flag and also. thd 
sighal ‘Do you want assistance?’ Not, far 
away from the steamer were anchored elevén 
Chinese junks, and as no response was given td . 
our signals we judged that the vessel had: been 
abandoned and that the junks were waiting for, 
salvage, and therefore we went on our course 
again, We have no idea how tho fire broke . 
out on the steamer.” The vessel seén by the . 
Letimbro was probably the Himeji Maru, 
wrecked and abandoned several months ago, 


. THE SUGAR MARKET IN. JAPAN, : | 
In the annual report of the Hyogo and Osaka 


| General Chamber of Commerce the following | 
‘reference is made to the sugar market:— .- 


picul.: 
rtation: 


, ee piculs against J 


a jee 6, 1807) 


. “INDIAN: “FAMINE: ‘RELIEF FUND. 
—+——— :~V ables. “At-4 p.m. a, Japanese fencing ‘match, in. 
which four oft the most skilful fencers the island 
-affords took part, furnished most. interesting 
amusement for an hour or 80, after which several. 


4, |, ORINA. OVERLAND, TRADE ‘RERORT. 
Were provided light: tefréshments and. Grink- - 


| has ever. known, :-were. witnessed by: oth nesta. 
| and, opulace, - : nus 
ter a splendid. day of pleagaro; the up-river- 
guests departed . in. the:small:-hours: of} :the 
morning with - the feeling -:that-.the little ~ | 
British community-—-only.. fifteen in all--had- - 
farnished a ‘hie day. of. pleasure. and fally ~ 
done their share in commemorating. the: ‘60th 


; — “The ‘Honorary Treasurer _ f°. 

ca re ‘Famine Relief Fund begs-to intimate that he-has 
 _ ,.,_ = orwarded.to the Hon; Secretary Central ‘Com-— 
: | -omittee, Caloutta,- the sum of Rs!651.29, .equiva- | group ‘photographs were taken. The whole 
Pee ‘Jeht at Ex. 160 of $407, amount colletted, in party: bea ‘climbed the two pair of narrow 
ne _. North Formosa by H.M. !Consul, Tamsui,. as | staircases, which brought them to the roof of: 


«Pek: the following list :— ‘that most interesting : relic of Formosan history, | year of the reign of their beloved, queen.. 

} H. A.C. Bonar ... ibe. cas $50 ».the old Dutch fort,” This structure, with its The guests present were. H.E.. Governor- —)- 
Al. >) Mies. Bonar ... we «625, walls of seven and eight feet of masonry and | General Baron Nogi, Lieut.-General.Tateami,- | ~ : 
me UCC Rev. C. L, Mackay, D.D.... ... 25 ; . | lime was built by the Dutch about two hundred | Chief of the Military De artment,.:--Re 
oe 8 ‘Rev. W.Gauld ... .. jf. © 28 and fifty, years ago, It is as firm and solid and | Admiral Tsunoda, Chief of the Navy.Depart- 

Se ae P. W. Shrimshire... §.0... 25 as imposing as in the days when the Dutch wore | ment, Mr. Izawa, Acting. Chief. of the;; bi vil | 
ee -: BP, Ashton... .. 25 battling with the Spanish and Portuguese for Department, Mr, Sugimura, -Chief.. ofthe | 

a .. Robert Hughes .. — 25 the supremacy of trade in the China seas, That | Foreign Affairs: Department, : Mr.-Nomurs, | ~ - 
ie | ; " C. M. Chin Capra, ( Cass :Co,) 25° it has lo st nothing in strength and is still for- | Commissioner of Customs, - officers. ofthe { ae 

Bo. , Lee Choon Sing .. 25 midable the French bombardment of 1884 has |, Japanese. gunboat Sokogo, :; and. -other-jhigh + 

go - Choa Tek Hee 25 given evidence, for during that engagement it | Japanese officials, the Consular. representatiyes ;* 
: \ [- ; Dr. Merz... ... 10 was struck hard and true, but the shells did no | of France, Germany, and Amprica, and.Consul 

0), _ J. W. Davidson... 2. 0... 10 damage, and scarcely left a mark to show where | Kenny of the British Consulate. at,; Anping, 

a i : J.M.Tait 2. 0. 0. 8. 10 they had struck. It is a most impressive monu- | Captain Bathhurst and officers. of. the- steain- 

; ee : KB. Harold Low ... 2... .. 610 ment of longevity and as such was « fitting | ship Haimun. In all there. were 25 -Britishers, 

g SCE, Siebormann... ... ... ~=—-10 place to celebrate the long life and reign of including four naturalized Chinese, 23 Japanese, 

.& | a Dr. A: N. Wilkinson... ... ... | 10 good Queen Victoria. From its ancient battle- | 3 Gerniuns, 2 Americans, and 1.Frenchman. 

BLN. dos Remedios ... ... ... 10; | ments a. sdiepley of day fireworks pe wit. ere 

Yung. Ke Niu Pe ee 10° nessed and a historical song of old Japan OLIV ERS FREEHULD MINES, 
‘-. Kian Song ... 10 sung to the accompaniment of the ancient LIMITED. 
Kiam Joo .. 10 string instrument, a biwa.- A splended view of Beg 
: - Yong ‘Kem Chee... . = the surrounding country and village could be| The first ordinary: annual general ssoatiae of 
: _ .Yung Cheong Toon “(Lapraik, obtained from this point and the decorations | the shateholders. in Olivers ‘Freehold Mines, 
Rete ~ . Cassa & Co.) ... 5 erected in honour of the day showed to great | Limited, was held at the offices of the Company, 
- Chii Shun Tiu (Lapraik, ae & advantage.; T'he Oxford School erected by Dr. | on the 30th April, at noon. Mr. Hart:Buck 
Co.) 5 Mackay was prominent among them, with a | presided and there were alse present Messrs:-G. 
Ling Senteng (Lapraik, Cass & : big arch bearing the words “ God Bless Our |‘R. Stevens, C. Ewens (Consulting. Committee), 
CON ha. se. ee ne 5. Queen,” and the various Japanese Government |.H, Humphreys, H. E. Allen, .J.; 8.- Hagen, 
7 5 establishments were fisating their newest and |: A. P. Nobbs, P. Jordan, H. EB. Pollock,:Sin 
biggest flags. - Leaving the fort, the guests| Tak Fan, Fung Wah Chuen, Lan Chu-Pak, 
2 were entertained for a-brief balf-hour by Mrs.| G. H. Potts, C. Georg, J. M. E. Machado, 
sue ant 2 Bonar at tle ‘Consular. residence, where a|'C, H. Dann, ands. S, Benjamin, 
J.C. CheetKam, ... °... Biswas 2 ‘| splendid display:of Ji apanese works of art, rare | . The notice calling the meeting was read. by 
Mi Isoda A. oe ee vee 1 brocades, embroilleriexs, etc., formed a, pléasing Mr. Humphreys. 
— contrast to the -blank warehouses which, with | The CHArzEMAN—Gentlemen, with your.per- 
i ; “gu07 a few exceptions, - ‘are “usefl: as sesidences. in| mission, I will adopt the usual course and take - 


Formosa. 

At . half-past seven in the evening all 
‘reappeared in’ the chambers of the old 
Dutch fort, which by the use of flags and 
flowers had been transformed into a banquet- 
ting hall such as Tamsui had never seen before. 
The half-a-hundred - guests ate and drank 
heartily, after which Consul Bonar in a very 
few words proposed the toast of the Queen, 
which was drunk to the strains of “ God save 
the Queen” by the band. His Excellency 
General Baron Nogi, the’ Governor-General of 
Formosa, then arose and in a short speech 
stated that he considered it a great honour to be 
present at such a splendid celebration and for so 
good a cause. Mr. Bonar, Her Britannic 
Majesty’s Consul, and other loyal subjects had 
gathered together at Tamsui, in the islend over | 
which he in the service of His Majesty the 
Emperor of Japan was Governor, ten thousand 
miles from their homes. This gave him great 
pleasure and he wished to join them ee in 
praying for the continued health of 
Gracious Majesty Queen Victoria of the Ugi 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland and the } 
Empress of India. After drinking -to the 
health of Her Majesty the Rev. Dr. 
Mackay, as the oldest resident in Formosa 
then present, in a few words proposed the 
health of His Majesty the Emperor of Japan, 
which was drunk while. the band played the 
Japanese national air. 

Elaborately printed menus with a collotype 
portrait of Her Majesty and thred illustration 
of Tamsui scenery ‘afforded elegant sonvenirs 
for the guests. 

‘Could the old Dutch Governors have looked 
down.upon the scene, it must have proved 
a rare surprise for them. There in their 
-citadel, standing on the ground which had only 
-been-gained to them after a hard struggle with’ 
‘the Spanish, its very“ walls now hidden by 
flags’ other than their own, were gathered.about 
thé festive board the representatives of .Eng- 
land, Japan, Germany, France, and. America,. 
and had they sought for one of their own’ 
‘nationality it would have been in vain’ even 
had they searched the whole island. 

After the tables had been deserted the guests 
again climbed the tower-like ladders to the-roof, 
from which. illuminations, including a large | 
; OVER.” some thirty. or forty feet-in heightand 
aii = of fireworks that Formosa | 


as read the report and statement of. accounts. 
You will see in the working account a. sum of 
$594.96 charged to Olivers wages; this I may 
explain to you was the amount paid for prospect- 
ing on the Olivers Freehold. This work-.was 
discontinued as we deemed it advisable to.make 
a sugcess of the Bureka Mine before:idoing 
aay yanch on the Freehold. . The cost, ofsink- 
ing the new shaft and driving to intercept 
the ‘reef of/the Eureka Mine has been charged 
to the Mine as an asset and. not to the:debit © 
of working account. From.the time. we 
commenced taking out stone from the reef, 
wages will of course be charged to working 
account. You willinotice under the heading of 
assets an item of $11,041.54. Thisisanamount . 
which was due from the New Balmoral Gold 
Mining Company at the end of the year: and 
has since been aicel ee Accounts payable 
$7,683.61 represents the amonnt due to.the. ! 
General Managers at the end of the year. I i 
may add that the General Managers are: en- 
titled to charge | the Company with office rentand 
clerks’ salaries in Hongkong, but have made-no 
charge for the year under review. I think, 
gentlemen. I have said enough respecting. the 
accounts, and. should jike to say a few: words 
about our property. With regard to the! Free- 
hold itself, as I have already told yon, nothing 
has been done so far as mining is concerned wit: 
the exception of-a little prospecting. Our idea 
is first 10 thoroughly develop the ‘Burekn Mine 
and then commence ow Olivers Freehold::Lhe 
Eureka Mine was carefully-examined i in‘March, — 
1896, by the late-. Mr.. Willmott; and-its was at Be 
once decided that the existing. shaft: wasunsafo, 
and that it would be necessary to ‘sink :a: new 
shaft 40 feet from the old one. .This-as you‘are 
aware has been successfully carried. out, and:the 
shaft sunk to a depth of 200 feet; and Tam very 
pleased to be able to inform you: that:there- - 
sults'up to the present time hava.been:-most. 
satisfactory. We have: had -two.ornshings ~~ 
amounting in all to 246-tons of stone which'gave 
us. 282 ounces of gold, an average. of:vabout. — 
1 ounce 3 dwtsper ton, worth: roughly. — 


THE DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRA- 
: TION ALT TAMSUI. 


———~—_—___—. 
 LpRom OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT, | 
, Taipehfao, 27th April. 
‘Tamsui has not in the past been particularly 
- famous, that I know of, in getting in ahead of 
her eastern neighbours, but she surely has made 
a record for herself this time. | 
It was the “ Celebration of the 60th Year 
oo the Reign of Her Most Gracious Majesty 
Queen of England” as/the invitations, 
i t tastely printed in gold and bronze, -in- 
formed us. The date was set for St. George’ 8 
Day, 23rd April, and the celebration passed off 
without hitch or mishap. It was quite the 
greatest social gathering that has ever occurred 
in Formesa and will be long remembered by 
those who were so fortunate as to be present. 
The Twatutia community, which is really the 
> only foreign community that counts up-to a 
dozen in the island, made their way down river 
to Hobe, where is situated the-English Con- 
sulate, which had been selected as the most 
. suitable place to hold the day’s festivities. The 
British steamer Haimun was there to, give her 
-assisiance: and the Japanese gunboat Sokogo 
had come around from Kelung to fire: a salute 
-.and-engage in the festivities generally. 
’ The Japanese guests, as well as some half 
* dozen foreigners who had accepted the kind 
invitation of-H.E. the Governor-General to 
'« + Join them. departed from Twatutia at 2 p.m. in 
- , gJarge Government launch, accompanied by a 
* launch carrying guards, servants, etc., and a 
third launch carrying the oppital city. band. 
‘Light refreshments were served. on board and 
-With pleasing musical selections by the band 
- the. trip down river, which jis usually! to be 
_ avoided, was made quite a pleasant part jof the 
-  uday’s proceedings. _Arrivingjat Hobe the: city- 
-. ‘was.found to be in holiday attire, the old Dutch 
“fort-standing out above all with two long. lines, 
-of-flags:brought down: to the ground on two 
-* sides from the high flag staff hich rises. abova |. 
_: the building. The Haimun was dressed: up in- 
ther: vary: best. . The party proceeded: to . the }- 
‘Consular grounds; where Consul Bonar:and wife, 
‘Mrs.. Gould,-and others received them.. The. 
. dawn between the old Dutch fort: and athe: 
.., ‘Consular residence had been dotted: with chai 
ys ae eae a ae B. 
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Baraat re cit eee 


been obtained from picked stone;-but: T-have. 
on the authority of Mr. J. D.-Houmphre japwho. : 
was,at, that time in Sydney;:and: edly 
munication with the: mine], ths : the first -- 
Fornehing, whieh; gays 1 ounce. 9 phe ton, 


nr 


pee staff in Australia, I regret to say we 


- . a8 to the most suitable treatment. 


‘the an ounce of picked ‘atone 
“they. crushed ‘all they had taken ont from. 


ne:: ‘We also learn that. the reef is wide er at 


“indications “of etting still wider ur 
Theré is. no donbé, gentlemen, that it 
_-}-is ‘the- genuine. opinion of miners at 
“°‘MeDonald that we have made a success, 
- hear :that. some of the men. consider that the 
“+ Eureka reef is likely to turn out ons of the best 
-in‘New South Wales. I do not like to be too 
2 sanguine, } but I think from what-.we hear} We are 
= justified in saying that we consider the mine 
1g a pronounced ‘success. In speaking of our 


have to 
‘deplore the loss of Mr. Willmott, sen., frhote 
- death occurred in January last, ..He was. not 
only universally liked and ‘respeoted by all: who 
knew him,: but he proved: himeelf during -his 
- comparatively short business association “with 
* < our . Company to be.a miner . of “exceptional 
- : ability, and we can safely say that everything |, 
-~~whioh he o profited on taking-over the inanage-. 
.- ment of nes has. up to. the present tim 
been: fulfilled. Unfortunately 
“when succ P 
- eluded: his having: the satisfaction of Beaing 
“7 the - results jof his ‘prediction’ In -the late | 


Mr. - Willmott’s ‘son, Mr. C. J. Willmott, our +}. 
financial agent at the mines, we’ feel” eeatiade 


.- We have a most capable bysiness a “ one 
. on whom we can thorough] reply. - Ogle- 
‘thorpe, our present mining managar, 1 ‘a. man 

of great experience, and has shown by the man- 

* ner in whioh|he ] has. carried ont the orklin the 
. Eureka Mine that ho is the right man inthe {* 

right’ place and contirmed’the high opinion the 


~~ Tate Mr. Willmott always had of him. . Tt may. 


‘interest shareholders to hear-that Mr.!J:.D. 
Humphreys, who has been in Australia from- 
June, 1896, to the end.of March last, |: 
the greater part of that time at the imifes: 
- He has now left - for’ England. thoroughly 
satisfied that our interests will be carefully’ 
-and efficiently looked. after: - As regards 
future work at the Enreka, it is now proposed 
-to sink the shaft another 170 feet and thus 
- largely extend our field of operations ; you will 
. see by the 
‘done and-what we intend doing. One im- 
’ portant subject is that of tailings and the best 
> . method of treating them; we expect ours to be 
’ . valuable and are. giving’ this matter careful 
consideration. There are, as you know, various 
- processes, and we have written to the mines for 
all information on this point and have no doubt 
that.Mr. Oglethorpe will be able to adyise us 
_ Ido not 
' think, gentlemen, I have anything more ito say, 
‘but one thing is certain ; those on the spot who 
are best able to form a sound _opinion are con- 
_fident of our success. Before moving the adop- 
.tion-of the.report and statement of accounts, I 
: shall be pleased to answer questions. .| 
.... My. Gpora—With regard to the Eureka 
. Mine would it not be better—I quite agree that 
’ the sinking of the shaft should be an asset, but 
‘would it-not have been better if you had|shown 
.. how much you had spent and in what way. 
~ It.was $35,000, I believe. 
,:. The Coarnaan—Yes, quite right. 
| Mr. Grora—Have you spent $19,000 on the 
-shaftP 
. The CHarEMAN--We have. 
“Mr. Geore—That is £1,900. 
. Mr. Humpxreys—On the working, mana- 
 gor’s wages, &c. 
- Tho CearpMaN—Not in the actual sinking. 
. - Mr. G@gorna—Would it not be better to show 
: that in the report as other companies do P- 


The CHatRMan—TI have just told you that - 


in future . these things will be charged to 
the. working : account, but while the develop- 
>. ment is going on and there i is no opportunity’ of 
oe porting . eae we are quite right in charging 


re r. ‘Gnona-$10, 000, on the face of it, is an Bureka 
' enormous sum for sinking a shaft. - 


io. CHAIRMAN—The wages are e down there; ; 
cludes the. wages of everyonp. - If you'‘look 
working: account you wi ‘gee that wages 


n asset to. the mine itself. 


his. sad . death |" 
: ‘of 40,000 B shares.” 


spent: 


lan on the table what ‘hak been 


~. 7 for: the’:men:- are: not charged. : They en all 
. charged ag sn : 
Mr.. GQuozc—That would: be equal: to 9 per 
king the shaft, including all expenses. 


eenivet I hall be vi ge ‘to. -give on. 
| the exact details. - ety Py, a 


Mr. Groza—I only thought it would haye 
‘been better to put it in this way, eget you had 
paid so much for the. property “ 
since development. 

The Cuarzman—It i is aitivalys a matter of 
opinion. 

Mr..Gnorc—Of course, the shaft is an asset 
and it could: be easily: shown i in that way. 

‘The CHairnmAn—it i 
opinion ; ‘I do not think it isa material matter i 
in any. case. 


Mr. ~-GQuord=I should. like. to ask, anotfiek: oo 


” Has the': 


te “His 


, question in regard to. the -liabilities: ~ 
whole capital been. called-up P - : 
The. Gasca NG: the  whéle cor ‘the 
' éapital; a.call hes-not been made; on 2. seteare | 
jpumber of shares... *.. 
Foka—I. mean that the” “pais 
They .have- ‘been ale 

to re ‘a Share, haven’ “they P - are 

., The CHarnman—Yes, - 

- Mr. Grore—You do not shoe that: yon. do 
not show.how the capital has been: oalled up: 

‘The CHarrmaN<Thet is the ‘xavt -state af 
.affairs at the.end af the yeat. “We are speaking 
of last year and not of the present-timte,.. 


a 


Mr, Gxond—That- éepital ‘as’ sind boon | 


called upP. . 

- The Cairne Fen a’ éottain amount of it, 

Mr.-Gzorc—Thank you.  ~ 

“There * Were no. more. _ gestions - -and, the 
CHAIRMAN moyed™the adoption of the *Spert 
and ‘accounts. + ; nat, 

’ Mr. GEoR¢ seconded. aes 
' Carried... | : 

“ On the *totion: of Mr. P: Jonni’ sehceoidel 
by Mr..H. B. Ponocx, Mr. Ww. H. Potts “was 
-appointed auditor for the ensuing year... — 

The CHAIRMAN-~-THat concludes the busi- 


‘80 ‘much é 


‘merely 8 matter of. B f. 


“| ceeding to the formal business of this: meetin 


To 68 

‘To preliminary & 

“To tdlegramé ... 

To. traveling expenses. 

To rent of gold leases ... 

To Olivers wages *.... 

To- General areal foes , 


[ 
By interest... 
By transfer fees”. 
By rent of battery 
balance ........ rie 46... 


- $10,296.65 


DRE. 6 PECAN In SUBANOE 
COMPANY, LIMITED. . 


oy Rw. 


ae . 
ary ‘fitth ‘ordinary: general: Seneatine’ of the. 
| shaveliotdors i in the above was held at Shanghai ° 
‘on: the’27th April, Mr. ‘E. H, Lavers presiding. 
There, were “aly ‘present’. Messrs; W,; D. hittle, - 
‘R. Hearn, D, Brand, A. McLeod, ‘Cecil. 
“Hhies J. Welch, E. Davis (Dixeotors), R.H 


+R. Bordet; N. E. Moller, Otte Fock, E. Jenner 


Hog; W.-8. King, W..-H. ersgn, John ~ 
Stenhousé, -W. Lamond, Jr.,; 
and Alex. Ross. (Secretary.) = 
The notice convening” the meetin. having” 

‘been read, . 

The Chairman said : ea temeri; before pro- * 
Bs 
‘E trust you will be good ériongh to permit me 


to allude to dhe death, since'we last met, of Mr. 


‘| BL HE Bell - and ‘Mr. William Brand, whose ° 


names had for--a long qumber of’-years -beex - 

‘associated with this Company, “in which they 

took & deep : ‘interest, and! to the pro apority of 
which :they ‘substantially. contribute 


sure, gentlemen, that; in “yecording. that these oF; 


events - havé. occasioned much regret,to the 


tiess of the meating, tae = ook: hae directors, I am algo expressing your sentiments,- 


for your attondsnce, ; 


The following i is .the report of the. eters 
Managers presented: to: the-mecting':--» 

Gentlemen,—We bég to tay before you: the 
report and statement of - accounts forr-the yoar 
ending 31st December, 1896... - «. ° 

After deducting rent of battery, interest, 
and transfer fees there remains a sum of 
$6,364.46 to be carried forward-to the debit of 
working account. - 

The sinking of the Eureka shaft to the 150 
ft. and 200 ft. levels was not completed last 
year, therefore we were unable to have any re- 
sults. ‘T'he reef has since been atruck at both 
these levels, and we are pleased to inform you 
that the prospects are most encourAging, the 
two crushings that have been made both giving 
good results. 

The accounts have been audited by Mr. 
W. H. Potts. 

Jouy D. Humpnreys & Son, 
General Managers. 
Hongkong, 26th April, 1897. 


BALANOE SHEET FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31st DEOBMBER, 
1896. 


LIABILITIES. — $ «6 
Capital account 15,000 A shares 
at $5. $75,000.00 
Capital account 200 Bsharesat$5 1,000.00 
Capital account 9,800 B shares at : 
2.50 .... 24,500.00 
Capital account 25,000 B “shares 
at $l... Seeseeee . 25,000.00 
—————— 125,000.00 
* Accounts payable ..........+ Lessesseerserere 7683.61 
e son 61 


50,235.99 
54,629.41 
1,726.65 
1,496.97 


Olivers property Peer SOL ee 


‘|eWe will’ ‘sow gommience the business for which - 


this meeting jhas been convened. The report 
and accounts have been before you for some time, 
‘and may’ as usual,.I presume, be takén as read. 
It'is a source’ of great disappointment to the - 
dirdctors, 28 it must also be to the shareholders 
generally, that they do not show better results: 
The claims paid’ and estimated are, you will 
perhaps have observed, about Tis. 3,000 in 
excess of those of the previons year, while’ the 
premium income is about Tis. 40,000 less, and 
there is likewise a smaller return from interest, - 
owing to lower rates allowed by'the Banks on . 
deposits, and a lesser amount of funds invested. 
Onr principal want of success. during the -past 
year has been occasioned through| the Canton, : 
Melbourne, Sydney, and San Francisco 
agencies. Upon the Sydney and ‘Melbourne + 
accounts, & loss of £6,000 -was'inchrred by the ~ 
Siren, which was & particularly unfortunate 
case, inasmuch as the ~vessel was’. ran 
down near her destiiation, in the English 
Channel, by one of Her Majesty’s ships under 
circumstances which left no doubt as to the fault 
of the latter, and it was hoped the Admiralty . 
would inake good the loss, but this they have so 
far declined to do, ‘and prospects of recovery, T 
regret to think, are not promising. The.other — 
branches show fairly profitable results, accord- 
ing to the estimates of the year's working, but 
owing to reduced rates the margin of profit is 
not as considerable as we would wish, although 
it is to be hoped rates of .premium- have: now - 
reached a point at which they. may. reasonably - 
be expected. to take s turn forthe ® ‘better. 
With : paterence to the London agency, I may... 
mention that measures have been adopted to-. 
-place this under a new organization, whereby. 
the business of the Company will be conducted 
upon: restricted lines; and the directors ‘feel. 
confident that Mr. Davis, ‘who has -been ap- 


| pointed agent, will give effect. to:a: policy of: 
P 8 gi fs Co 


: -| retrenchment ‘to the advantage - of. 


“Accounts receivable :. 1 
Cash in Sydney .- $4,978.48 
Cash in a atl & togial Bank 864,13 

Cash i in ‘hand. es 41,11 *:-* 


‘Balance at debit of working acgount...... a a 


if ‘| Tis. .88,500 ‘over and above: +their= val 
¥ pn sera sheet... “Chis © de ers 
se — 7 @- I 9 -Feore wi 

| which - oy tat loo. 


pany’s. interest there. With . regard * 


po eaten I- am: glad tobe’ in a position to: 


form: you -that Aney © ‘show a” surplas™ . 
of “nelude 


GA. Matthews, re 


ACHINA ‘OVERLAND. TRADE REPORT. . 
draw’ ‘attention: fo ‘the idea which‘1 know 
-prevails in. the minds of a great “many share: |. 
-holders, that.the cash resources of thé Company 
should be thade as available as possible and that |- 
‘eveky: exertion in ‘the direction gf economy 


fhotild be made so that the Company should 
strive to re-establish itself in the position which | given, it is obviously just that those who know- 
it-oceupied some years ago, and from which we ingly import into the colony persons who have 
“must all regret that it has. from some cause.or | no means‘of subsistence should not be allowed - 
canother, fallen. There has been asort of dry-bones 
‘flavour about the concern in the estimation of | ing them. 


“enhanced .valne the “directors. are ‘conscious | 

' «) that: its - sole occupation ~ for ‘the | .business.. 
of: the Company: may. appear to :be ;an extra: 
.vagance, but no offer. has so far zbeen. re- 

" ceived either for purchase or, 8 lease; and we 

_ ean therefore only continue to occupy -the pre- 
“..._ © mises until’ a suitable: opportunity  pregents 
ae | -jtgelf:of turning them to better account. Ag 


_ tg the “ London freehold premises ’’ standing“in 
: our books at £38,307.8.7 may inform you that 
Mr. Davis wrote qnite recently as to thé value 


‘ ae . of this property, and‘mentioned that premises | some a a ‘and if matters. van-be galvanized | . Where, however, ‘such destitntes come as 
| = . adjoining ours of the same or similar kind | so as to produce. more _satisfagtory results no+stowaways, ‘against the consent of thoge in 
i -. have ‘recently changed ownership on ‘terms | doubt the Board-will be no less pleastd than ‘the | charge of the ship, and no passage’money or © 
H ' quite bearing out the value of our freehold. | shareholders.”., 2". 27 pensation is paid, it’ seems fair {hat means 
At the same time I may say that it is the} ~The ‘Chairman—No doubt. Mr. Hogg’s 30- jd be.provided by which the stowaway. can 


marks with regard to the property in London | be-punished and the master of the ship be: pro- 
and Shanghai will-have due consideration. - : fee 0 a facet 

Mr: Hogg—Yon- have not said anything |” 
abond the freehold. premises in London. - You | means. — ne s 
-spoke about its valug, but not as to whether-the |’ The Imperial Merchant Shipping Act 1894, _ 
necessity of the Company, needs such extensive | section 237, does not apply to foreign ships, and ~ 
premises. ~° | eae ee me a 

The Chairman—The premises are- xequired 
for the business of the Company, and whether: 
to realise the freeho’” premises ‘would suit us 
as well is, another yuestion. You mentioned 
just now the sterling value, which- looks very 
inuch more than the tael value, unfortunately, 
but I am quite sure the remarks you made will 
be attended to. I-don’t think it is a matter we 
can rush inté and deal with hurriedly. 

Mr. Brand informed Mr. Hogg that the 
London premises brought in a rental of £400 
yearly. 

* Mr. Hoee—Thank you; i is at such explana- 

tion I aimed, and it is satisfactory. ‘ 

The Chairman then proposed—“ That the 

‘report. and accounts, as .now presented, be 

adopted and passed.” . 

Mr, Hearn second. 

Carried. 

. The Chairman proposed— That the follow- 
ing distribution of the profits for the year 1896 
be now declared :—Interes at the rate of 10 
per cent. on paid-up capital; payable at Shang- 
hai at the exchange of 2s. 9d. per tael.” 

_ Mr. A. McLeod seconded. oe 

- Carried. : Le 
The Chairman. proposed—‘ That the direc- 

tors be and are hereby authorized to close up 
-the accounts for 1896 asj.soon ‘as they find it 
expedient 10 do so, and that the balance of-profit, 
if any, be applied in such manner as the Court 
‘of Directors may deem condicive to the ‘in- 
terests of the Company.” : 

_ Mr. Brand seconded. 
Carried. ° j 
Mr. E: Jenner Hogg proposed—‘ That 

Messrs. D. Brand, EB. Davis, H. R. Hearn, C. 
Holliday, EB. H.:Lavers, W. D. ‘Little, A. 
McLeod, and J. - Welch be elected directors 
of the Company for the eneuing year, and 
that their remuneration be Tls. 4,500. 

Mr. Otto Fock seconded. 

Carried. ‘ 

Myr. J. M. Young proposed—“ That Messrs. 
White and Wrightson be «lected auditors of 
the Company for the ensuing year.” 

Mr. Burder seconded. 


intention of ‘the directors to reduce the 
cost in the books when times permit of their. 
“doing so. . Of the retirement from the service. 
--of the Company of Mr. Herbert;S. Morris on 
“the 31st December last. you ies all. aware. 
After being connected with the’ Company for 
“nearly 30 years, it has been gratifying to the 
directors to observe that his courtesy in the 
conduct of the Company’s business has been 
suitably acknowledged by shareholders and con- 
stituents in London, where he undoubtedly 
worked hard during the past fourteen years. In 
view of the unfavourable working of the year 
1896; the directors suggest the reduction of the 
amount of their fees for the current year to 
Tis: 4,500, This is embraced in the resolution 
for the re-election of the directors. which 
will be submitted to the meeting later on. In 
connection with this 1 am credibly informed 
that it is the intention of some of the share- 
cholders present to suggest that the rule of 
the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank, and! other 
similar institutions, should be adopted with. 
regard to the appointment of chairman of the |: 
Court of Directors of this Company annually, 
or in other words the senior director should act 
for one year only, and the next senior “succeed 
“him the following year, and so forth. In this: 
I fally concur, and may state that when the 
articles of association were last revised I pro- 
posed this course, but was over-ruled. And 
again two yeats ago I proposed at the Board 
meeting that Mr. H. R. Hearn should be | 
elected chairman instead of myself, and this was 
ek - seconded by the late Mr. W. Brand, and nega- 
ae tived. It is well known to you, gentlenien,, 
ne that the directors appoint their own chairman, 
7 as laid down in the articles of association, page 
24, clause 98, As regards myself, I feel that 
. & the honour conferred upon me for so many years, 
and very much appreciated: by me, had etter 
i now be transferred to one of my colleagues of 
more modern experience and activity of mind, 
and I sincerely hope that under his guidance, 
with the assistance of his co-directors and staff, 
the prosperity of the Company .will be renewed 
within a short period, the prospects of which 
T think are beginning to dawn upon us already. 
“With these remarks I leave it with you to ask 
any question you may have to put, to which I 
shall be happy to reply, before proposing the 
first resolution, viz., that of passing the report 
and accounts. es 
Mr. E. Jenner Hogg—I should like to say 
one word about the freebold premises in London. 
i SUnder .the circumstances of the Company, 
_ which are not very satisfactory at’ the pre- 
sent moment, one naturally looks round 
to- seo where probable economies might 
be .effected. It is satisfactory, no doubt, 
to learn what measures the directors have 
-* taken so far during the past year, which pro- 
‘bably will be conducive to the interests of the 
Company, but I think we must: all feel that this 
last sum of £38,000 standing as the value of the 
freehold premises in London is a very large 
: ’ amount. One almost feels that the mouey 
a. “might be more serviceable in the business of 
> i the Company. No doubt, sir, yow have good 
ae reasons to give. us for keeping this Jarge amount 


ships as well as in British ships. ~ 

_The River Steamers Ordinance (No. 18 of 
1895) and Ordinance 22 of 1890, have provided © - 
efficacious remedies in cases Scena 
respective limits, and it is trusted that the pre- 
sent Ordinance will prove. as useful, in cases 
where passages have been unlawfully obtained, - 
_as Ordinance 22 of 1890 has been in preventing 
attempts by Chinese to obtain such passages 


from Hongkong. 


‘a 
“as 
\ 
% 


THE LAW AS TO FLOGGING. 


- -~o- 

A Bill read a first time at the meeting of the 
Legislative Council on Monday provides that 
whenever any offender issentenced by a Judge 
of the Supreme Court or by a Magistrate to be 
flogged, the sentence shall specify the birch as — 
the instrament to be used and the number of 
strokes to be inflicted. Such number shall not 
exceed twenty at any one fogging. Such flog- 

‘ ging shall be inflicted on the breech, privately, 
in prison and within six months of the sentence. 
The Bill is introduced in compliance with the 
instructions of the Secretary of State. Thein- . 
structions prohibit the use of any instrument 
of flogging except the birch, where flogging is 
ordered to be inflicted, and limit the maximum 
number of strokes to twenty. : 


OLIVERS FREEH': LD MINES, * 
a LIMITED. ~~. | 
; eo eae N z 
The following report has been received by 
the General Managers :--. 
* Mount MacDonald, 9th April, 1897. 


REPORT ON. EUREKA MINE. 
Since last report the work has been pushing 
ahead as quickly as possible and with most en- 
couraging results. At the 200 feet level the 
north drive has been extended a total distance 
of 42 feet and the reef is 5 feet wide! and shows — 
gold in the solid stone. The south drive is now 
in $1 feet and the reef has widened to 4 feet, 
and of good quality. At the 15 feot level the 
north drive is in 27 feet with the reef 2 feet 
wide and in the south drive it is from 23 feet to 
3 feet in width and shows a nice lot of gold 
A rise to connect with the old workings has 
been started and it is now up 10 feet. (Thid is 
in the south drive, as per plan sent. you), :In ° 
the north drive a winze to connect with the 
bottom level is now being sunk; it is now down 
16 feet on the reef 5 feet wide and good gold 
showing all the time. As soon as the winze is 
finished we will.be in a position to break an 
immense quantity of stone. The Government 
Inspector of Mines was here this: week and. 
after thoroughly inspecting the Eureka. ox- | 
pressed the opinion that we had one of the best 
reefs and one of the best shows in New Sonth 
Wales. An opinion like this from a4 man in - 
the Government service. who is practically ac-: 
quainted with every mine and reef in N. 8. W.. 
is most invaluable. There is no doubt whatever 
bat that there-is a brilliant future before the 
Eureka and the only regret by. everybody here: 
is that Mr. Willmott, senior, is- not; alive“ to 
see the result of his “ néw shaft.” 3-2." 
p. pro. JOHN D. Heumpureys & Son 
: ; ; (Signed): C.J; WILLMOTT 


Taal Map dashing e* a me s 


ae 


Carried. ; 

The proceedings than terminated with a vetle 
of thanks to.the Chairman, proposed by Mr. J. 
M. Young.—Mercury. : ae 


—— EER 


THE STOWAWAY. ORDINANCE. 


The Bill read-a first tie at the meeting of 
the Legislative Council on Monday, entitled 
« An Ordinance to provide for the punishment, 
of Stowaways arriving in this coluny,” enacts. 
that any person erriving in this colony asa 
stowaway shall, upon summary conviction, be 
Hable to a fine not exceeding: one ‘hundred 
dollars or to imprisonment with or swithout 
hard labour for a period not exceeding on 
month. Also that the detention of a stowaway 
shall not be deemed ‘illegal, if for-no longer 
periéd than is reasonably necessary for the 
purpose of handing such person over to the 
Police, and the Police may apprehend such 
stowaway without a warrant. She OY hl aig 

The statement of - objects and reasons is as 
follows :— : oot 
.. The Vagrancy Law renders those who bring 
destitute people to this coloriy liable, in certain 


standing there, but at the same time I think no 
harm is done in drawing attention to this parti- 
cular. matter. As regards the premises - in 
Shanghai, there is no doubt they stand 
-Gn- the: books at very, much under their 
- present value and the shareholders will 
‘no doubt be very glad-to. know. that “the 
4 Board are looking for an opportunity of turn- 
. Ging them into’ cash. -I-do not wish for the. 
- moment’ to make any further remarks, and I 
“Hope that what I have just said will -merely 
a : 


Ww 


- . Zgpecimens of the produce of the 


- ° > cwith these prices I would take 


8 G0., LIMITED, . . > - 
ee ae -| 
‘The following. report has been received 
setho-General Managers:— : 


BALMORAL. af a 


“> 22 *Mount MacDonald, 9th April, 1897. _ 
) :) 3. | REPORY, ON QUEEN MINE, a 
. <= ince last report the shoot of stone mentioned 


".-.” “has” been worked out, and operations are now 


‘ eonfined to sinking the shaft another 100 ft. 

For this work we let it on contract at £4 1s, Od. 
“per ft.,for ‘sinking and timbering; We have 
pulled déwn the engine and house. in order to 
..) ¥e-erect at a proper distance from the shaft 
and‘satisfactory progress is being made, The 


“=. poppet *hedds will also be completed and every- 


‘thing in readiness to‘use the engine at an 
“early date. At the prospecting shaft every- 
- thing is going on satisfactorily and the depth 
of 100 feet as per last report - will be obtained 
within:the next two days. -We hope to send 
‘you satisfactyry results from/ this shaft. | 
“..  p. pro Jonn D. Humpurers & Son. 
. * (Say C.J. Winimorr. 
- QHE,LAOU KUNU MOW COTTON 
Sen NIRG 5D WEAVING CO.,, 
Pe “LIML1 ED. 


Ps —_—_+—_—_ : 
~ The third general meeting of the above Com- 
“pavy.was held at the office of Messrs. [bert & 
-* @o., General Managers, Shanghai, on the 26th 
. April, Mr. C.J. Dudgeon (Chairman of Direc- 
tors) “presided, and there were also present 
Messrs. A. Korff and Do Kingisan, Directors 
*-Mr.<«H. S, Wilkinson, Legal Adviser; and 
’ Messrs. W. D. Little, Danforth, R. S. Freeman, 


. °° JM. Young, BE. Davis, Luk Wai-kee, Chan 


“Yat-chen, and H. C. Pearce-(Secretary pro tem.), 
* representing in all 1,006 shares. 
__ he minute of the previous meeting having 
» been:réad,. 
_- The Chairman said—The repprt and accounts 
having been in your hands for some days ;1 
. will, with your permission, take them ns read. 
This meeting is held in the ordjnary course, as 
“required by the articles of association, which 
‘ provide that, when no special dale is fixed, the 
- “annual general meeting of the Company shall 
be held in the month of March or April each 
- year ;-it will probably be convenient that our 
_. ‘meetings in future be held in one or other of 
these months, closing our finan¢ial year on the 
31st of December. The report which I have 


to. ask you to pass this afiernoon is very. 


brief, merely announcing the opening of the 
mill on the 22nd ult., since which date work 
has. been steadily carried on | without inter- 
‘yuption. We have now between 5,000 and 
6,000 spindles running, end|the remaining 
spindles-so far erected are being rapidly filled 
up with cotton ; we have 10,000 spindles practi- 
cally ready for work, and should have had a 
great many more had it not been for a 
strke amongst the spindle and flyer-makers 
at home, which has most unfortunately delayed 
shipment of the machinery ; however, further 
- frames.ate now being put up with all despatch 
. possible, and we hope at an early date-to have 
_ “the whole of the, 25,900 spindles in full work. 


-.*\\ Jam pleased to say that the maphinery is work- 


‘ing to the-éntire satisfaction of the manager ; 
‘mill, in different 
stages of manufacture, are in the room, and may 
- “be found interesting ; the yarn is admitted on all 
“hands to be of very high qual 
-Ht present engaged in spinning 14's and 16's 
and we have sold those counts at Tls. 74,50 and 
“Tis. 57 per ‘bale respectively. 
this opportunity 
“of meeting an objection to the success of the 
_. enterprise which I have heard expressed in 
. geyeral quarters—namely, the prea rise in the 
>: -l price,of raw cotton. As regards this: 1 have 
“> 2. only.to say that while cottoy is 25 per cent. 
--> < dearer than at the time when the prospectus of 
'. of this Company was prepared, we are getting 
_ prices for ‘our. yarn 32 per cent. higher than 
- © was then contemplated. I. wish to say a word 
: or ‘two. abont the mill buildings the Company 
:* ig certainly to be. congratul 
‘and the :thanks of the shareholders are due 
to Mr. Chambers: fer. the -immengo amount of 
-“s work. and. care: that he h 
their ‘construction, They.. have,“ as. we - all 
know, cost. -@ ;great. deal - more. money 


ity. We are at 


In connection” 


ted upon them, | 


bestowed upon. 


- question of altering’ the present- mode of issue, 


ce 


thought and by putting solidity into founda- 
tions and walls to guard against any possible 


mishap which. might throw the- mill out of |. 


work, with & consequent loss of tens of thousands 
of dollars in’ a very short space of time. 
Further, another object has been to make the 
buildings as fireproof as possible, and 48 
a matter of fact they are as fireproof as a 
cotton mill can be; this also has cost 
money; but we hope to made up for, the 


expense in the form of a reduced fire insurance. 


premium, a point which is already in negotia- 
tion between the Directors and the insurance 
companies. Again, the buildings have been 
made somewhat larger than was joriginally 
planned. and in this the Directors think that 
there will be found ultimate economy. They 
are capable of accommodating easily between 
40,000 and 50,000 spindles, and the Directors 


hope that the success of the Company may be 


such as to warrant a recommendation for an in- 
crease in the number of spindles at'an early 
date. The engines and boilers are giving every 
satisfaction, and undoubtedly form a very fine 


piece of work. On the subject of labour, I‘ 


may say that though 


aeth at the outset 
of the undertaking, w 


have had difficulties 


to coritend with, these difficulties have not 


been as regards the quantity of -the labonr 


offering, but as regards the quality. The. 


well-known aptitude of the Chinese in learning 
industrial work makes it reasonable to hope 
that troubles arising from the inexperience of 
the mill-hands will be speedily overcome, with 
the- result not only of an. improvement inthe 
quality of the work, but in a decrease in the 
quantity of workers employed, The question 
of the honsing of the mill-hands is one which 
has occupied the serious attention of the Direc- 
tors; the desirability of providing. them with 
accommodation close to the mill has induced the 
Directors to acquire on long lease some 24° mow 
of land on the north side of the Yangtsepoo 
Road, upon which honses are now being built 
as fast as possible. Apart from the question of 
the convenience which these houses will afford 
to the workpeople, the venture can hardly 
fail in itself 10 be a paying one. With regard 
to the capital of the Company there still 
remain 862 shares unissued, which, as oh stock 
now stands ata premium, can be placed with 
some advantage tothe Company. The accounts 
which are submitted to you to-day are again a 
simple statement of receipts and expenditure, 
it being impossible at the present stage of 
operations to lay -before you a statement of 
working account, 
accounts will be stated in the customary manner, 
and thongh, in our first year’s working—a 
year which must necessarily be largely one of 
organisation—too much is not to be lookod for, 
yet I hope that we shall be able to show you 
sufficiently satisfactory results to confirm the 
belief which we all of us have in the success of 
the undertaking. Before proposing the adop- 
tion of the report and accounts, I shall be 
pleased to answer to the best of my ability any 
questions which you may wish to ask. I beg 
to move— That the report and accounts as 
presented be passed.” 

Mr. Korff seconded. . ' 

Mr. Davis—May I ask what ground rent 
you payP _. 

The Chairmaj—Tis. 5,500. We have a lease 


for 99 years with a new assessment every 25 


years; we have it for Tls. 5,500 for 25 years 
at present. . 
Mr.. Davis—Yon have referred to certain 
stock not issued. Is it’ propused to issue it 
to the present shareholders ? 
The. Chairman—We propose 
stock to anyone who will take it. 
been the practice all along. an Ok 
. Mr. Davis—Seeing the stock at a premium 
I do not know how it might pay. .... 2. |: 
The Chairman—We have not. considered the 


to issue the 


News. 


At our next meeting the- 


That has. 


‘they were yery kindly treated.” Indeed) we 
‘assured that throughout’ the Japanese. did 
they poseiti 


i 
ve rs 


advantage 


“upon them for the 
‘| (Hear, liear.) 


Mr, Davis—That is the -point’ I: wish = 
ascertain. - Cie, Cou, Be eee a 
_.The Chairman then, put the motion, which |‘ 
was carried unanimously. ~ Sere Scr me 

Mr. J. M. Young moved and Mr: W:-D. 
Little seconded—‘ That Messrs. Fearon and Do 
King-san, the retiring directors, be re-elected.” 

Carried. ee es 

Mr. Davis moved and Mr. Danforth seconded - 
—‘That Mr. G. R. Wingrove be re-elected , 
auditor, and that his fee be {I'ls. 250 per annum.” 

‘Carried. : te aEN 

Mr. Davis, in proposing a vote of thanks to 

the Chairman, took the opportunity of endors-. 


-ing all he said referring to the architect, Mr. . 


J. Chambers. (Applause. He thought it - 
must be very satisfactory fo the shareholders 
to find the shares at a premium, und he expressed 
the hope since the enterprise had begun.so well, . 
that so it would continue. : 

This concluded the meeting —N. C. Daily 


THE “ YIKSANG” FLOATED. 


iaanas hee 
Messrs. Jardine, Matheson & Co. received in- 
formation late on Monday night-that the Yik- | 
sang has been successfully floated. aA 
We take the following account of the strand- 
ing of the vessel from the KX obe Herald :—~ * 


- Kobe, 24th April. 
Woe are, now in a position to place before our 
readers some additional particulars regarding ~ 
the loss of the Indo-China liner Yiksang, 
Arthur McGlew, who was the only European 
passenger on board, having arrived here from 
the scene of the wreck, via Moji and Onomichi, 
this afternoon. Interviewed by a Herald repre- 
sentative shortly after arriving here the young 
gentleman said the accident happened at about 
10.30: on’ Wednesday inight. ‘he. ship was 
going almost full speed at the time, the 
danger not having been realized until a 
few minutes. before she struck. The Chiof 
Officer was on watch wlien the disaster 
oecurred. As soon as the ship struck rockets 
were sent up, but no assistance arrived until 
the following day. An attempt was made to 
get the ship off, but the reversing of the engines 
and going full speed astern had no effect. 
At about 11 p.m. all. hands turned to to dis- 
charge cargo, and a quantity of bean cake was 
thrown overboard to lighten ship, but this 
proved of no avail, the ship having gone on at 
full tide. All night long the vessel lay on . the 
rocks, bumping at times badly, much to the 
consternation of the . Chinese, passengers, of 
whom there were 36 on board, and who were, 
in great fear until life buoys were given 
them. At4a.m. on Thursday the 2nd officer 
and 3rd engineer left in a-life-boat for Moji.. 
As soon as day broke a hawser was got ont and 
after a good deal of difficulty fastened to a pine: ~ 
tree on shore; about forty or fifty feet above sea 
level. The first attempt to get the hawser 
ashore failed, but a fisherman stripped and 
sprang into the sea and, eventually secured it, 
When the hawser had been madesecure at either 


‘end the 2nd engineer crossed from the ship to 
‘the shore (about a hundred yards distant). by 


means of a boatswain’s chair. It was -no 
easy work getting across, an 
was watched with a good deal of anxiety 
by those pn board. Before 8 o'clock all 
was in readiness to land the passengers, 
lines having been fastened to the chair con- 
necting 1t|:with the hillside and -the. ship: 
Onur informant was the first to” be transported 
across, then Mr, Shimauchi, a Japanese’ pass- 
enger who joined at Newchwang, and then one _ 
-by one the 


Thursday afternoon a steam tug was sighted. — 
making gear ship, but -she eventually put . 
back, the r. 7] 

captain ate officers and wearly ‘all. of the. 
crew remained on board all Thursday ‘night, ° 
while Arthur McGlew and the 2nd engineer-. 
passed the|night in a fisherman’s ‘house, where © 
re 


ly couli to, reader, what, 


and the journey — - 


hinese, thirty-six in’all, Diring’ 


ather being too rough for ler. ‘The: - ae 


Mr. Kijellor, who was. “formerly i ia the Hoes 


‘fon Police Force and has for the last five 


atham: has. been appointed a member and 
airman of thé. Wong-nei-chong’ Recreation 
round Committee. 

Phe: public will be pleased to learn that the 
Sunday performances of the Band of the West 
Yorkshire Regiment are to be resumed, but the 
hour, instead of being 12.8 p.m., will be 9 p.m. 

iIt is’ notified in the Gazette ‘that Sergeant 
-G. ©, Fullerton has been appointed Lloatenant | 


ca of the “A” Machine Gun Company of the 


_- Volunteer Corps. vice Lieut. A. M. Marshall, 
resigned. ~ 


‘The appointment of Dr. J. M. Atkinson to |. 


be Acting Colonial Surgeon during the absence 
-of Dr. Ayres is notified in the Gazette. Dr. 
.Atkinson is also appointed President of the 
Sanitary: Board and the Hon. F. H. May Vice- 
. President, + 


:On Tuesday. afternoon Mr. G. P. Lammert 


. offered for'sale a piece of leasehold ground 


known as Inland Lot 675 together with the 


'* messuages and buildings thereon known as 518, 


ae 


_ BQu,. 522, 524, 526, 528, and 530, Queen’s Road | 
"West, and 1 to 20, [ Yik Lane. 


The préperty 
is held from the Crown for 999 years from 25th 
June; 1861,-and the Crown rent is $198.34. No 
higher. bid than $20,050 was offered and the 
- property was bought in at this sum 

In the report of the proceedings in the Su- 


' preme Court on the 28th April it will be noticed 


- that Mr. Francis, Q.C., on behalf of the legal 


. profession, paid a very high compliment: to 


the Hon. T. Sercombe. Smith, who will 
shortly. leave the judicial Bench to take up his 
duties at the Treasury. The compliment was 
heartily endorsed by his Lordship the Chief 


- Justice and we are quite sure that everyone 
> who knows.the thoroughness and ability shown 


by Mr. Sercombe Smith while acting as Puisne 


~ Judge will heartily concur in all that was snid.- 


Dr. Ayres left for home on the 29th 
April by the Japan. He received most 
affectionate good wishes from quite a large 
number of ‘personal friends who saw him 
off, and the’ worthy doctor was evidently 
much touched by these warm manifestations of 


his great popularity. He seemed to keenly feel 
the final severance from the colony where for 
. twenty-three years he has laboured so well, and 
we are sure that everyone will join heartily in 
the sentiments which were expressed for his 
* continued health and prosperity. He was ac-, 
_ companied from the Hongkong Club to Pedder's 


" Wharf, by a band of bagpipes. By the same 


’ steamer journeyed the Indian and Chinese con- 


stables who will represent the Asiatic force at 
the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations in London. 


~~ and they were also escorted to the wharf. by 


_ the pipers. Befote leaving the station they 
were paraded before Hon. I’. H: May, Captain 
S Eaoonatndent of Police, who addressed a: few 


on - words of wholesome advice to: them. ‘They | 
“will be under the supervision of - Deputy 


- Superintendent Badeléy, who also. left by the, 
-| race. 


Jobe 


An interesting. ‘ease was heard at the. Police 
_ Courtonthe29thApril. A Chinaman was charged. 
- under Ordinance 14 of 1845 with playing at ‘a. 


_game or pastime { tothe annoyance of inhabitants 
or passengers.’ 
-_ of. trying: ta cure a mam of ringworm by the 
“unique- ‘method, of sticking--a ‘silver ‘needle 


through the skin of the sufferer’s throat, fixing]. 
same plaster on the wound, and, then puncturing 


“his breast -with- a long ‘needlé. The quack 
_ Wanted $2.40 for..this operation and told the 
‘man.that if he did not pay he could not justifi- 


ably blame anyoné-if he died - The- injured in- 


nocent thonght there might be some reason in 


“this:argument. and ‘after paying 40 cents on- 


account he went to a friend, complained of great 
pain, ‘and: ‘asked him for the loan of $2 to save 
-:his life. ’.The friend proved himself a good 
~. Samaritan_as he at once told a-Chinese constable 
and thus ‘saved the. credulous one two dollars 
- and brought about.the arrest. of the heguiler. 


_. Mr.- Wodehouse ‘was of ‘opinion. the’ man. who 
_ Was predded ‘ought to haye: been: charged as’ 
“well, as 1wo had‘played the game, ‘and Inspector 


‘Butlin ‘yeplied: that he thought the man’ had 


‘snffered © -enongh. ‘In the end the: er ‘was 


./ The game or pastime consisted’ } 


100,000. 


| years been jn Siam, wheré he held an appoint- 


ment as ovérseer on Ne railway, died 0. heat | 
apoplexy on the 14th A 

On the 28th April the following telegram was 
received by ie Chairman of the Hongkong In- 
‘dian Famine Fund from Sir Francis Maclean, 
Calcutta—| Further instalment received; re- 
newed. warm thanks.” “This was in reference-to 
the stm of $407 collected in North Formosa. 


Three gunners in the Asiatic Artillery were | 


remanded at the Police Court on Tuesday on a 
‘charge of committing an assault on an Indian, 


who they thought had $100 in his possession.’ 


The.man was so seriously injured that his dying 
depositions were taken in the Military Hospital. 

At the Police Court on the 30th April a coolie 
in the employ of Messrs. Gande, Price & Co. was 
sent to gaol for six weeks for stealing a couple of 
bottles of beer from his employers’ store. The 
“prisoner was met on Wednesday afternoon in 
‘Wellington Street by P.S. Macaulay, who saw 
the bottles up his coat sleeve: During the last 
twelve months there have been many robberies 
from Messrs. Gande, Price & Co’s store and it 
_is suspected that the prisoner actively took part 
in them. 


According to a boy's ‘story at the Police 
Court on Tuesday there is a Chinese Fagin in 
the colony. The boy snatched.a pair of ear- 
rings from a womau and he was caught soon 
afterwards by the prosecutrix and three other 
women, who gave him a sound thrashing and 
then. handed him over to the police. He said 
he had been trained by an opium smoker to 
steal earrings and it seems that he is, fairly 
proficient in the art. He was sent to the 
reformatory for three years. 


The following circular was iseued 0 on the 29th 
April concerning the forthcoming carbine com- 
petition in connection with the Hongkong 
Volunteer Corps :—‘‘ After having settled all 
accounts and paid the usual dividend, a balance 
of $25.00 is left from the sale of the Camp 
Gazette. In honour of Her Majesty’s Diamond 
Jubilee the proprietors of the Camp Gazette 
have agreed to present a cup of the above value 
to the Volunteer making the highest score 
(with handicap points), including Ladies’ Purse 
and Ladies’ Nomination. The winner must 
haye attended at least eight drills at the 1896 
Camp of Instruction—The Editor, Camp 
Gazette.” 

A scratch four-oar race was iomed on Friday 
evening between crews picked from members 
of the Victoria Recreation Club, the distance 
being three-quarters,of a mile. The crews 
were :—Shamrock—A. Ronald, -A., Ellis, G. 
Mollison, R. F. Lammert (stroke), and C, T. 
Kew (cox.) Rose—H. W. Kennett. A. E. 
Alves, E. Bischoff, A. Sander (stroke), and F. 
W. White (cox); Leek—L. A. Rose, H. A. 
Lammert, T. Meek, A. A. Alves (stroke), and 
.W. A. Stopani (cox.) A good start was effected, 
Shamrock having slightly the. best of it, but 
unfortunately. the Leek bumped against a sam- 
pin ‘and so they were put completely out of the 
: Shamrock won by about'a length and-a 
_ quarter from Rose. c 


According to a Port Louis paper tHe official 
Quarantine Committee there has been getting 
‘the Goyernment into trouble by keepin 
vessel nained the Donar, from: Hongkong. od 
Singapore, in. quarantine for longer than the 
legal. period of 21 days. - The Jaw is declared to 
be clear on. the} point that a vessel must be 
granted pratique after . 21 days, though the 
landing of its cargo.may be forbidden until it 


be disinfected... The Dona was kept in quaran:. 


tine for 28 days over due date because the 
Quarantine Committee required the-disinfection 
‘of the cargo before giving. pratique. Conse- 
quently Messrs. Kwong Sing &Co., of Hong- 


kong, brought..an action against the Mauritian” 


Government? and the Supreme Court’ at Port 
Louis: has just unanimously decided in plain- 
tiffs’ favour. The authorities are to appeal to 
Her, Majesty’s Privy Council’; but it is stated 
that the Bonar case, aiid those of the Cashmere 
and the Grosvenor, will cost the colony at least 


English. ‘member .of' which warned his fellow 


| committee-men that their preceedin g was illegal 


—have’ consequently come | in for some - iad 


aah i Bie 


“The Quarantine Committee—an. 


announces the opening - tf an fice - of the. 
ar _ Chinese Post Office : ‘ 


ate Mace, oie SEE Tis 
A shooting sputetstenn took plac 


cutters’ Island on Saturday- fora silver’ cap me S : 


presented by Commodore Holland and also:for © 
a cup presented. as a second - prize by Mn- 

O..Ordish, 8.C.E. The first prize has. to’ be 
won three times ontright and the second prize 
will fall to the man with the nrxt highest score. 


On Saturday the winner was Mr. Marshall. ° 


The Deputy Grand Superintendent of Hone- 
kong and South China, assisted-by Distriot 
Grand H. and J., installed the Principals” of 
the United Chapter, 1,341,_E.C., on Friday 


‘evening last, with the exception of Comp. W. 


C. H. Hastings, who was unable to be present - 
through sickness, ‘The remaining officers were 
afterwards invested with the collar and badge. 
of their respective offices by the new M.E.Z. 
The officers{ for the. ensuine year are as 
follows:—M.E.Z., M. FE. Comp. J. Bryant; H., | 
E. Comp. W. C. H. Hastings ; a E. Comp. H. 
A. E. Hoile; Treasurer, Co J. R. Grimble ; 
Scribe E., Comp. W. M. Thomson ; Scribe N., 
Comp. H. ‘Horley; P.S., Comp.i W. H.. E. 
Smith ; Ist Asst. Soj., Comp. T, Haines; 2nd 
Asst. Soj., Comp.9. Blako ; Dir. of Ciremonies 
Comp. ; Geo. W.. Watling; Steward, Comp: 
Chas. A. Heath ;- Janitor, Comp. J.:Maxwll.. e . 
on Monday. afternoon twenty-seven lots of 
Crown land in the resumed area of T'aipingshan 
were offered for sale by public anction, Mr. 
J. L. Prosser acting as the atctioneer. The 
lots were ‘situated in Square Street, Tank . 
Lane, Taiping Street, Taipingshar Street, 


and Po Yan Street, and varied in size from - ; 


13 ft. 4 in. to 16 ft. in frontage and from 42 ft; © 
to 45 ft.in depth. Theannual Crown rentwas 
$50 in each case: and the upset price varied 
from se 016 to $3,038, giving an average. of 
$3.45 foot, the highest being ' $4.50 
a foot 6s three lots in Taipingshan Street 
and the lowest $3 for the lots in Tank Lane and 
Taiping Street. The ground has been laid out 
-in terraces with substantial retaining walls and 
granite steps leading from one terrace to an-— 
other. The sale attracted a considerable number 
of Chinese and one or two Europeans, but not 
a single bid’was made for any one of the 

ios: It was complained that the Crown rent 
was too high. that it constitutes a per-. 
manent’ charge on: the land which has to 
be paid 
empty, and that’a high Crown: rent always 
adversely affects the saleable value of property, 
a point which investors haye to take into 
consideration. We are inclined to think, how- 
ever,that had bidding once been started there 
would have been keen competition jand the lots 
would have realised considerably | more than 
_the upset: price. It was provided in the con-* 
‘ditions of sale that the buyer ‘should build-a : 
house on the lot and expend thereon a'‘sum of not * 
less than $1,500. For this sam good three | 
storeyed Chinese honses could be built which _. 
would let at- from $40 to $60 a month, giving © 
a return on the upset price and cost of build- 
ing, after making allowance for Crown rént 
and taxes, of over ten per cent. ‘There were, 
however, no European buyers in the field, 
and the Chinese possibly thought that by 
holding back they might get the property put 
up again on more favourable terms, In this 
they will probably be disappointed,- The price - 
asked by the Government is ‘higher than the . 


average at which the land was resumed, but the 7 


difference is probably not more than ‘the im- 
provenienta effected on. the sitesare worth, : 


5 
ee x 


MISOBLLAN £O Us. 


- The Amoy correspoiident of the NW. 0. Daily 
News writes:—We are losing many - residents. 
this spring. Mr. and Mrs. Broadbent of the 
“-H. & S. Bank will shortly leave for a furlough 
in- England.’ 
,Customs leaves this week for another part- of 
China. Mr. Cass goes home in the Bayern, 


-and several other residents are hoping to bein - _ 
f . 


‘England in time to-share in the festivities: 
the Diamond Jubilee. We hope to welcome - 
‘other’ friends in place of those who leavé'us,” 
that Amoy may not, be attorly bereft, 
|. genial leaders of society. ce 


‘whether the . houses /are let or . 


Mr. Smollett Campbell of the .— 


2 
ea 
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“: the 26th. 


"mers put into Kobe on Sunday morning, the 


- When the war began the Army lost all its . : .tions are:— ed ; ae 
_ _ former prestigé, so. that when peace was pro- cases aniseed oil, 81 cases crackers, 66 bales |" Snigon, Ordinary «.....++---: sueienubten $2.31 to'2.23 ~ 
- } elaimed desertions, surrenders, and assumption canes, 57 cages; bristles, 1 case silks, 500 cases se Round,-guod quality +... 2.47 to 2.50 
[ of the moro profitable profession of brigandage broken cassia, 700 cases cassia lignea, 25 cases yo LOT essences ee cee ceemensonaanaes 2.60 to 2.62 
reduced tho Corps to. less than 7,000 men in | Preserve, 90 bales sheepskin rugs, 2 cases | Siam, Field, mill cleaned, No.2 ... 3.37 to 2.40 
. ‘-Chihli province. Having lost all confidence in rivate effects and 7 packages sundries. For ry Garden, ,  —-_- No. 1... 2,71 to 273 — 
 their- courage and. ability the present officers Hamburg-option London :—26 cases bristles and i White ..e-eseeesseeseees Leeenene 3.27 to 3.80 © 
intend to disband and replace it with foreign- 40 bales galangal. For Bremen :—51 rolls mats. yy Fine Cargo .....eesseeres i eacees 3.34 to 3.38 © 
1 For Amsterdam :—29 cases preserves and 3 ———————————__ i 
CUA Ls. = 


"= have been: rettledy at... quotations, 


ne] May gion | 
Bho Gorman- steamship _ Quarta..put into 
_ o>: cNagasaki‘on the 24th April with ‘her engines 


_, of the Aida with all hands. The Aida is a well- 


t ts : , - 


.-+ OHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 
almost exhausted. YeHow Silka.—A few lots of 
Mienchows, Fooynngs, and Wongehows have been 
bought at very full ptices, quality considered. 
‘Arrivals are very sinall ond stocks} almost of an 
end. Arrivals, as:per Customs Returns, 22nd to 
‘98th current: 454 bales White, 4) ieule Yellow, 
-and 8 piculs Wild Silks. - Re-reels and Fil: tures, 
--Some transactions in Steam Filatures are re- 
ported at Ts. 615 for Ist choice 13/15, deniers and 
at Tis. 600 for 2nd choice same sizes, In Hand 
Filatnres, a parcel of Sun-tien-changs A and B. 
(Reel) have bren settled at_ Tle.°515 and 505 
and Cat and Bes, ordinary Real, No.1, at Tis. 
457}, Fan chop 1 at Tle. 445. The Export of 
Steam Filatures to date is: to London 26 bales, to. 
-Gon'inent 3,861 halos, and ta Americs 3,803 


re silk, For France :—231 bales raw-sil 

91 cases silk piece goods and.3. cases~silk a0 
blackwoodware, For-Milan :—10 bales raw silk: © 
For Baslea :—134 bales pierced’ cocoons. “For. 
Novara :—100 bales waste silk, © ae 


broken down. She wab carrying over. a thous- 
and” Chinese coolies, direct -from- Cheféo to 
‘Viadivostock, and these were transferred to 
the Baikal, which left for the northern port on 


OPIUM... yee its 
Honoxona, 5th Mnay.—RBengal.—Owing to ~ 
favourable advices from Shanghai, there: has. ~-_ 
becn a substantial alvince in pricey during. the - 
interval, the market closing steudy at $6713 for.-: - 
New Patna, $7274 for Oli Patna, and $681} for 
New Baunares. : _ eae oS 
Malwa.—Prices\ have continugd steady, .the 
folldwing being the Iitest fixare.:— ~ ce es 
New (thisyr’-) $760 with allancz of B:cattios ~~ 


. It. is reported in a native paper that the 
‘Emperor has ordered the Peiyang and .Nan- 
yang Viceroys, Governors, and Customs’ Com- 
missioners to report by telegraph on the attitude 
of the people respecting the New Imperial 
-Postal system. We are afraid the reports can- 
not be very encouraging, for a greater, muddle 
.or amore impudent imposture has never been 


foisted. upon even thé long-sufferin “Chinese |. bales: We do not hear of any busin--ss in Waste |. : darth 
people.=-China Gazette. canes ; Silk or in Pongees. nue : Gia yr’s) Abed a a 1 to 48 ss a 
The "Rickmers” line steamer Ellen Rick- : ty aed , 3820 Bi rites " 7 


Persian.—A fair amount of business has been 
done-in this. drug during the interval at some- 
what reduc-d rates. losing quotations are 
$500 to $326 for Oily and $509 to $615 for Paper 
wrapped druy. - : 

'Po.day's stocks are estimate | as under: — 


ae CAATPHOR 
Honarovs, Sth May.—Large arrivals bave 
been reported and prices are declining. Quota- 
tions for Fermosa are nominally $43.55 to $46.00. 
Sales, 160 piculs. : 


' 18th ‘April, with her steering gear ont of order. 
She was bound direct for Yokohama, but, in 
:the heavy weather and mountainous ‘seas she 
experienced, she broke her hand aud steam 
steering gear—the leading block having given 


oe 


‘way. In order to save his ship from drifting —_— ; “New Patan. vo. ceceefeseeceree | we. 1,65) chests, : 
on to the rocks at Oshima, Captain Strunk had aa SUBAK Old Patna ccccoeccccescteces vec aeesencee 400 7 ss ae 
to run into Kobe. The vessel was making Honarone. 6th May.—The market is brisk | .New Benares ...... ceceeeesneeessasenene ODD ay 
water when she arrived. She had started some | and prices are advancing. Quotations are:— Malwa wel peeeegesecenseeeens 30, 
of her frames, and part of her deck aft. As | Siekloong, No. 1, White,,..$7.25 19 7.28 per pel. POrsdaN ..sseereeeeees pat eencerererieeneess 20 ss . 
she is a new ship. she mnst have been very do. on gy, White... 6.20 to 6.72 is er 
roughly handled by the seas, and, under the Shekloong, No.1, bios ne to ae a _Cour‘E OF THE Honekone Opium M-RERT. 
circumstances, is lucky to have made port at | _ do. - ,. 2, Brown... 480to 4.33 4, — ' : 
~ all_—Nagasaki Rape, age swatow, No. 1, White... 718to 7.20, te pare BENARES. | MALWA- 
”-Mossrs. H. M. Schultz & Co., of Shanghai, | 9.7”: 2. White... 6.5210, 6.54 ern eset 
who were the last charterers of the American Svatow, No. ‘1, Brown... 435 to +38, Now | Old. | New. | Old. | New | hed 
four-masted sch Aid h ° do. », 2, Brown... 4.24 to 4.27 oy i oe ge 
” Jetter f sted schooner Aida, have received 8) soochow Sugar Canily......11 05 loll 10, 1897. | $ | $ $ $ $ $ 
“Te rom San Francisco intimating the loss | 5-,ak1oon 7 9.47 ta 9.50 Apr. 28] 652; | 700 | 655 | 705 } 760 | 820, - 
= ae : " “| 75 | 6583 715 | 760 | 820 
* ‘ 
- 


| known vessel in Shanghai, having been engaged 
in farrying lumber from Puget Sound to Shang- 
hai for quite a number of years. Captain 
Anderson, who was in charge of her, is highly 
spoken of as being an able’ and experienced 
skipper. The Aida was a vessel of 438 tons, 
and owned by Messrs. Pope and Talbot, San 
Francisco. She left Shanghai on the 2nd of 
December last year bound for Puget Sound in 
_- ballast, and she was to return to Shanghai again 
‘with Iumber.—China Gazette. 

There is a report current in native official 
circles in the North that the new Ministry of 
War has been consulting with Viceroy Wang, 
of Chibli, as to disbanding the remnant of H.E.- 
Li,Hung-chang’s once, famous’ Army. of the 
‘Huai. Before the’ war with Japan the Army 
of the Huai;-or the Huai Army Corps, as it has 
sometimes been styled, mustered in Chihli pro- 

_ vince and the Liasotung Peninsula alone 80,000 
men (on paper), about two-thirds of that num- 
ber being the real strength of the Army. 


MISCELLANEOUS EXPORTS. 

‘The American ‘bk; Goloma, sailed on the 5th 
April. For San Francisco :—1,003 bales 
gunnies, 332 packages fire crackers, 673 cases 
nut oil, 300 bales jute, 170 packages medicine, 
5.000 bags rice, 334 cases rice flour, 100 
packages tea, 530 casks molasses, 26 bales 
kapok, 100 boxes cassia and 3,368 packages 
merchandise. 


May 3]. 665 | 720 | 675 -| 715 
May 4| 674! 7274] 6823 | 715 
Moy 5| 6713 7273 | 6814 | 715 


COTTON. 
Hoxexonxc, 27th April.—A furbier improves 

ment of $} has been. established. Stock, about 

2,0vU bale. ; 
Bombay -*..--.66 Jeceecien® $16.25 to 17.25 p. pl. 
Kurrachee veccesseseerere 15,75 $0 17,00 — ,, a 
Beneal, Rangoon,’ and : 

Dicea. sasseiseee ee 16.79 to 18.00 
Shanghai anl Japanese.. 21.0.+to 22.25 4, 
Trnzehow and Ningpo., 22.0010 22.28." 55 
Madras ices cieceesscee coves 17,25 bo 17.75 - 55 
Sales: 2,500 bales Bengal, Rangoon, and Dicea 

_—_ 
: Rick. ~ : os 
Honoxono, Sth May.—Tlic Canton sbarket is: 
active and pricea are still advancing... Quota-. 


The German steamer Aglaia sailed on the 
5th April. From Hongkong for Suez:—l0 
cages essential oil, For Smyrna:—10 boxes 
essential oil. For Havre:—60 packages tea, 
9 cases blackwoodware, 56 cases bristles and 215 
bundles bamboo. For Havre option Ham- 
burg :—500 cases camphor and:20 cases essen- 
tial oil. For. Havre option Hamburg option 
London :—1278 cases camphor and 20, cases 
essential oil, For Hamburg :-— 366 bales feathers, 
350 cases camphor, 3.cases chinaware, 159 rolls 
mats, 38 bales-rattan,.16 cases essential oil, 40 


» 


trained Brigades —W. C. Daily News. 


packages tea. . For New York:—20 cases | © . ae 
an : Honuxona, 5th May.—Market quiet; swall busi-- 


ieee SF a ees tee tage -essential oil. 
irl COMMERCIAL. : = ; ora . ‘| ness done. Quotations are :— . 
: . a ; ; The steamer Breconshire, sailed on the 15th * Cardil copteeness $18.00 to 19.90 ex godown, sellers 
ee ee _ SILK. "| April, For New York :—20,876 rolls matting, | Avstralian ... 6.75 to 8.00 exship. 
Cantov, Gtly May.—Tsatlees. and Re-reels.— | G 444 paciages merchandise, 4.133 packages Miike-Lump...- — to 7.76 es slrip, sales — 
: ‘ t ; So Aliike Small... — to — none offering 


Remain in ‘no enquiry and a few offers obtained 
at $475 average for Nos. !, 2,3 “Grant bave met, 
‘with rio. response. ” Filntures—Hare dropped. 
‘another $10/20 per pieul, the market, however, 


[remains very dull and advices trom the foreign : : : 
markets continne-unimproved. Bales include: | Saigon cassia, 500 bales cassia, 50 barrels gin- 


Wing Wo Tun and Cheong Kee 9/11 at $685, Yee | ger, 65 cases essential oil and 9 cases pulleys. 
“Wo Loong 10/12 at $685 and $#30, Kai Lun: 
Cheong 9/11 and Shun Kee 11/13 at $626. Fat 
Cheong Wo 10/12 at $600, Yee Wo Loong and 
-Chun Sun Hang 16/20 at $590. Short-reels.— 
-The enquiry: for America has been very slack and 
_pettlements: unimportant.” Waste—Is weaker 
_, Wwith moderate transactions. Stocks :—T'satleus. 
"800 bales ; Filatures, 1,000 bales: mo 


firecrackers, 313 packages cannon crackers, 49 
cases chinaware, 2 cases blackwoodware, 30 
packages. rattancore, 180 bales rattan, 25 cases 
straw ouffs, 100 boxes cassia buds, 50 boxes 


Moji Luinp... 6.75 to 8.0) ez ship,-pales ” =o 
Be 
MI:CELLANEOUS IMPORTS. 

Honaxone, Ath May—Amongst the sales Tes 
porte:| are the followin» :— : : Se 

Yarn anp Prece Goops:—Bombay Yarn.~30 - 
bales No Sat $81, 1.195 bales No. 10- nt $81 t. .- 
$91, 50, 410 bales No. 12 at $84,50 to-$91, 100 
bales No. 16 at $94 to $93. 705 bales No, 20.20. — 
$96.50,to $102.— Grey Shirtings.—10,750 pieces 7 Tbs -- 
-Large Eagle at $1.96 to $1.974, 900: picces 8} Yb3n - 
Blue Joss B. at $295, 1,20U pieces Red. Peach at 
$2.57}, 1,200 pieces 84 lbs Blue Crab at $2.55,1,20. 
piéces red 8} Ibs Boys at 32.57}, 900 piece: 8¥.1bs. 
Red 5 Men at $2.65, 600 sivees 8} Ibs. Blue Peach 
at $2.87), 8300 pieces 83 iba, Blue Min‘at. ’ 
300 pieces 83 Iba, Bine Man at $2.774;. 250. 
“11 lbs, Red FidWer at $3,30, 800 pieces F 
Lon at $1.95, 250 pieces 10 Ibs OL No Ni: 
500 pieces 10 Ibg, Blue Triangle at. 
pieces 10 lbs. Green Flower at 
100 Ibs. Moon and Cock at 


The steamer. Candia, sailed: on the 17th 
April. For London :—600 packages tea un- 
known, 503 rolls mats and matting, 83 cases. 
chinaware,-2 cases feathers, 24 cases blackwood. ° 
ware, 3 cases silk piece goods, 204 cases preserves 
"14 cases private effects, 5 cases curios and. 4 
casessundries.; : 7 


———w 


_ 


The steamer Thames, sailed on the 22nd_ 
April. For Manchester:—100 bales waste silk. 
For London :—393 boxes. tea. from Foochow, 
“2 cases cigars‘ ftom Manila, 249 boxes tea 
unknown, 10: cases ‘silk- piece goods, 7 cases: 
‘Gigars, 18 cases bristles and 7 packages sundries. 
For London ‘and/or: Manchester :—-75_ bales: 


" < 


+ 7" Smanaaar, 22nd April——(From Mr. A. BR. 
-Burkilta’s Circular).—London telegrams are to 
“98th, and auote. Gold Kilings 8/74 and Blue 
‘Blephante 9/104, market ‘dull Raw. Silk.—The 

. market has‘remainel dull and ‘inactive since date 
_ of our last Circujar, and “we have’ nothing of in- 
‘tereat to .advise, ‘‘Tsatlees.—- About 100 Gales 
Btecks, are. 


u 


-' alittle later on in the year. 
~ ketis also good, but it is difficult to determine 


;-at $3,500 pieces 10-1bs da: 

3.30, 500° pieces -19 Ibs. Blue 6° Men- 

i, 390 “pieces: 8}: lbs.- Blue 7 "Boys 

$2,809, 3,000 pieces 84.lbs, Red Fish at $2.40, 
800 : pieces: 8} Ibs. Palace nt $3.37), 750. pieces 
0: Tbs. Manilarin at - $3.70... White .Shirtings.—- 
1,000 pieces Cat’ Head No.500 nt $3.45, 1.000 
_ pieces Gold Drayon at. $582), 800 pieces Blue 
-. Dion -at $5.80, 159 piece: Gold Tiger at $5.95, 


- , 800;pigces No. 2 at $6.22); 1,000 pieces D.. 70 
~ hunt - $3.473, 4,000 pieces S. Q. at $4.824, 670 
' pieces. 300-at $3.55, 2,000 pieces 600 at &4.40,.| 


- 600 ‘pieees .X, 7 at $3.87}, 460 pieces No. 8 
at $3.45,. 2,500 pieces C Mark at $5.60, 500 
pieces Gold: Goose at 342.25, 250 pieces Peacock 
at $8.51), 1,259 pieces 300 at $3.55, 1,250. pieces 
’ Flower at $4.75, 500 pieces Guild: Ble -hant at 
> 3.824, 1,500 pieces 3 at 33.423, 5:0 pieces Greon 
’ Stag at 3.423, 16D piers No 2 at $6.25, 250 
~ pieces Blue Dragon at $5.05, 750 pieces 2 Fish 
-.. No. 4,0:0 at 35.374, 7-Cloths—1,125 pieces 7 Ibs. 
Mexiorn.A. A. at $3.15, 30.) pieces 8 Ibs. Mexioan 
Gold Dragon at $2.64. 40) pi-ces 7 lbs, Mexicnn 
~ Man-Chop nt $2.15, 750 piec-s 7 Ibs, Mexican 
- Bed Stag at $°.324, Drills—O00 pieces 14 Ibs. 
Buffalo at $3.70, 30) pieces 15 Ths. Sword at 
_ $4.80, 300 pie-es 16 Ibs. Large Eagle at $5.30, 
f00 pieces 14 Ibs. 2 Swords at 34 3u. 
. Merars.—Jron—200 tons nail rods Relgian No. 
1/6 at $3.75, Yellow Metals—150 cares New brand 


“2+ ab $28.50, 


SHanawar, 20th April.—(Frem Messrs, Noél, 
Murray & Co,.’s Piaze Goods Trade Report).-- 
There.is do change to report in our market, which 
. stil: remains firm, but there is next to nothing 

doing in spot: goods. There is ample evidence, 
howevar, by the way clearances are going on that 
'. the markets in the country are active, and. until 
the Native holders have worked off con-iderably 
more .of the large supplies they have on hand, 


~ Importers cannot expect to place anything fur- 


- ther to speak of, especially »s much higher prices 
. fre now required. At Auction prices are kept on 
- about the same basis ns before, and the dealers 
find the offerings ample to fill all pressing re- 
quirements, _ Advices from the Outports rontinue 
- favourable, even Newchwany commencing to im- 


- prove.-and ‘no doubt when the Natives there meet 
’ . with a better demand for their produce they will 


_-be-able to repond with: higher prices goods, 
‘'Tientsin pidgin can pass’’ is the verdict of the 
dealers here interested in that trade. Goods are 
‘gradually going into consumption at covering 
prices ind those concerned apnear to be satisfied. 
Very large shipments are going up to Szechuen 
‘ at present, advantage “being taken of the favour- 
able condition of the Ynngtsze River, which 
. becomes almost unnavignble in its upper reaches 
‘The Hankow mar. 


‘what proportion of the freight nominally shipped: 
“thither is retained for consumption in the n-igh- 
bourhood and what goes to the markets beyond ; 


‘anyhow the steamers recently have been. taking 


‘full-cargoes. Niugpo is firmer and more- active.. 
All advices froin Manchester make that market 
_ Wery strong, prices for most goods, Shirtings es- 
_pecially,being up. three to four pence for the 
fortnight; and. from five to t-n per cent. during 
the last month. ‘[his is particularly noticeanle 


_in cloths that are shipped also in India, from 


-which itis inferred the trade is being resumed 
with that: market. Cotton has further.advanced 
to 4,4, and is reported strong, but still there is 

’ no further news -respecting the co.ing crop.. 


. . Manufacturers in the States have become im-. 


” patient for orders again, and their offers to'sell 
“. ab lower prices have been accepted to extent of 


4 “nearly 10,000 bales during the-last ten days, tlie 
-... Market showing more firmness when these werv. 
cleared off. ‘There’ will be but a small chance. ; 


for the Manchester heavy makes this year with: 
- all these. American goods coming along. - Indian. 
--Yarn chas been rather quieter this week for| the: 
lower counts, the native -brokers reselling them: 
a tael.to -a_tael.and a half below -the pricesi 
rs are willing to accept. More favourable: 
shave been received from .Bombay, but 
anufacturers there‘are asking very high prices.: 
tals.—(From Messrs. Alex. Bielfeld.& Co.’s: 


‘| finding sellers, who as 


6 |-we can hope for: little “cha: 


| are reported-at $20. 


disposed ‘of. We ‘hear that a contract is.on the. 
point of being closed for a large lot of Nailrojs,: 
the price being kept quiet, thougl as the quote-. 
tion for Goffins is 1238., this is probably the basi. 
Contracts have been made ‘for 140 cases Copper 
Sheathing at Tis. 28.40, 100 tons Gartaherrie. Pig 
Iron, No. 8 at 63/6. | 


JOINT STOCK SHARES: 
Honaxonu, May 5th—A fair business has 
been transacted during the week without an 
very special featurp, Rates have been ‘we 
maintained and rads cases show. advances. 
Market closes steady. : : : 
Banks.—Hongkong and Shanghais have 
continued in steady demand and holders being 
reluctant to part rates have again risen to 177, 
-after small sales at 175. 176, and 177 per cent. 
prem. for cash at 180 for 31st instant and at 
about equivalent rates for June. -July, and 
August. London rate £40, Nationale still 
continue on offer without finding! buyers and. 
Bank of Chitias remain neglected. The last 
named Bank’s report for 31st December shows 
8 credit balance of £139.68, 10d. 
Marine Insvrance.—China Traders have 
changed hands at $774 and $78. Unions have 
been negotiated. in small lots at. $2274 and 
$230, closing quiet. Cantons with an enquiry 
advaneed to $187} with sales, but later again 
fell to 3185.. North Chinas -and Yangtszes 
have found buyers in the North at quotations. 
ae InsvuRANCE.—Hongkongs were ne- 
gotiated during the week at $3474, , and 
later at $350, closing steady at last rate. Chinas. 
continue steady with small sales at $101 and $102. 
Sryprine.—Hongkong, Canton and :Macaos 
continue neglected with shares offering at 
$35} cash and but few sales or buyers over $35; 
a sale is reported at $364 for September, Indo< 
Chinas have changed hands in fair lots at 348 
and $48}, closing firm. China Manilas are en- 
quired for at $69 to $70, but hone seem to be 
obtainable except at an advance. Douglases. 
have been pretty freely dealt in at $60, $61, 
$62, $63, and $64, closing with sellers at $64. 
China Mutuals remain: pnchanged. 
REFINERIES.—In the early part of the 
week under review Chinas ruled very firm 
and sales were effected at $188; later, however, 
‘a few shares being on offer the rate went back. 
to $137 with sales and market closes steady. 
Luzons have remained steady with business. 
at 3474 and $48. . : 
MINING.—Punjoms have been fairly active 
and a fair business has been put through at. 
gradually increasing rates. In the early parti 
of the week sales were effected at from $5}: 
to $63 and later at .$7, $73, and $74, market: 
closing again quiet at $64. Preferences 
have found oe bie at $1.40, $1.50, and $1.85. 
The result of the April working, including 
195 oz. from pockets, is 627 oz. with the 
result of the Cyanide process still to come 
to hand. New Balmorals have been negotiated 
in fair lots at from $1.50 to. $2 for prefs and. 
‘from $1.50 to $1.90 for ordinaries, Jelebus 
continue weak without business. Raubs have 
-been dealt in in a small way at’$18} cash and. 
$183 for 30th inst., and at time of closihg sales. 
Olivers B have changed 
hands at $6}.whilst-'A’s have found buyers at 
$163 to $17. Charbonnages are still enquired. 
for and could be placed at $85, but none seem to 
be obtainable under $100. . 
Docks, WHARVES, AND Gopowns. hava all 
ruled quiet with but little business. Hongkong 
and Whampoa Docks -small sales at $245 
and $246, Kowloon Wharves at $65 and. $64,: 
and Momeiss at $433 is the only. business to: 
‘report. 


Wanchai Wareh’se Co. 


Tees, and Tramways have: 
quotations,, closing. steady. -- 


. - Cotton - Mills .in 
“Shanghai have all jumped considerably and close 


firm at quotations... Cry ee 
Closing quotations are as follow :— 
Company, _ Paw up, - Quora 
Hongkong & 8’hai... 
China & Japan, prfj — 
; -Do. ordinary... : 
‘Do. deferred... 
Natl. Bank of China 
’ B, Shares ........ 
Founders Shares., 
Bell’s Asbestos E..A.... 
Brown: & Co., H. G. ... 
Campbell; Moore & Co.|- 
Carmichael & Co. .:.... 
in liqui 


H. & China Bakery ... 
Hongkong & C. Gas ... 
Hongkong Electric ...}. 
H. i L, ‘Tramways ... 
Hongkong Hotel ...... 
Hongkony Ide ....... 


“-H. & K. Wharf & G. 


3156, sales & buyers 
245 p. ct. prem.= 


Hongkong Rope......... 
W p ss 
($431.24, sal: &a, 


$155, ex div. 


$78}, sales & buyers - 3s 


Humphreys Estate... 4, sules& vellers a, 


Kowloon Land & B. US i 
B40 ‘119.75 a 
$48, sales & sellera - 


Fes, 500 |$85, buyers i 
5) z 25, sal. & sellers 


#2. 


Do. Preference ... 
Oliver’s Mines, A.... 
; Do. B.... 


$1 
Od. 


. \$70, sales & buyers . 
£2 58 


£7, buyers ha 
_. ($64, sales &sellera 
335, buyers - 
_|$484, buyers 
$374 $444, buyers 
Watson & Co, A.S....! $10 |§12.74, sal. & buyers 
_ J. Y. Vi VERNON, Eroker.. 


\ 


. Preference... 
Douglas 8.-8. Co. ... 
H., Canton and M... 
Indo-China 8. N. .. 


y ; eed 

SHanGual, 80th April.—(From Méeg:rs. J.. P. 
Bisset & Co,.’s Report.) ~There has been «fair ' 
business done during the. week,. and prices have. 
been well maintained, with] an improvement: in 
some cases, More especially; Cotton Mill shares, 
Banks,—Hongkong aud Shanghai: Banking Cor | 
poration.—Shares have changed hends locally at 
178 per cent. premium, and hava been: placed to 
Hongkong at'’.172 per cent. premiam, at.. which 
shares are wanted, but are held for 175, National © 
Bank shares are on offer at $23, withor . 
buyers. Marine Insurance.—Unions hat 
purchased, for Hongkong, costing-$232 
here. China Traders: shares are. 
North-China . Insurance ‘shares: w 


Lanps, HoTELs, AND Burnprnas.—Hong-, 
kong Lands continue steady ‘with. small invest-: 


ing transactions at $784 and $79.. Hotels: 
“have found buyers at the advanced rate of $39: 
and close steady to strong. at that rate. West: 
Points are still enquired fo 

$20, Humphreys: 


'| Estates and Kowloon Lands have .been on the: 


‘market all the week without finding buyers... - 


| good demand have improved. {o .$32 after. fair. 
sales at $293, $30, and $31; on time.a few-transac-;|. 


at $193. witlout:| 


- MIscELLANEOUS.—Green - Islands. with: .a:|: 


a,| tions for July and Sept.: aro: reported. at higher!|‘in Hi 


, | than. equivalent -rates.. Watsons, have 


; OB. 8 pave’ sqund; | 
further bayers at $124 and’ $124 aud more. are'| 


